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In-Depth Course 1
Teachings of the Future Buddha:
The Uttara Tantra of Maitreya

Homework, Class Seven: Buddha-Nature is Emptiness

1) Therearea variety of namesin SanskritandTibetanfor “Buddha-nature.” Give any
threeof them,with their Englishtranslation. (SanskritandTibetantrackswrite in those
languages.)

(a)

(b)

(c)

2) Give thewordswith which Lord Buddhahimself,2500yearsago,spokeof emptiness
as He began the discussionof Buddha-naturein the Middle-Length Sutra on the
Perfection of Wisdom.  (Tibetan track in Tibetan.)

3) Quotetwo of thelinesfrom The Ornament of Realizations in which Lord Maitreya,16
centuries ago, described Buddha-nature.  (Tibetan track in Tibetan.)

(Please see the back)



4) In one of the most famedcommentarieson Maitreya'steachings,the Indian master
Haribhadra(from the 9th Century)gavea concisedefinition of Buddha-nature.Quoteit
(Tibetan track in Tibetan.)

5) Give the technical definition of “Buddha-nature.”  (Tibetan track in Tibetan.)

6) Give the threetypesof Buddha-nature;andan examplefor each. (Tibetantrack give
the types in Tibetan.  Sanskrit track add Sanskrit for the first type.)

(a)

(b)

(c)

7) Now give the definitions of the first two types of Buddha-nature from the last question.

(a)

(b)

(Continued on next page)



8) Lama Umapais the famousteacherof Je Tsongkapawho actedas an intermediary
betweenhis studentand Gentle Voice (Manjushri). In his collection of texts on this
Angel, LamaUmapadescribeshow the five different wisdomsof an EnlightenedBeing
mark the final transformationof the five different heapsandthe purification of five sets
of negative emotions.  List these three items for each of the five types of wisdom.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Homework and meditation assignment: 15 minutes per day, analytical meditation on parts
of yourself that will turn into the Buddha you are to become (if you're not already!).


