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CLASS SIX: SELF-CONFIDENCE VS. SELF-IMPORTANCE (Guide 7. 51-59) 

nIc< kmR kraeTyNy> kw< mYyip itóit, 
nécaà karma karotyanyaù kathaà mayyapi tiñöhati | 

mana½eÚ kraeMyetNmanae nZytu me vrm!.51 
mänäccenna karomyetanmäno naçyatu me varam ||51 

 
Why do I let another do the dirty work  

While I stand around? 

If I am not doing that work because of pride,  

Then it’s best that my pride be destroyed. 

 

 m&t< Ê{fuÉmasa* kakae=ip géfayte, 
måtaà duëòubhamäsädya käko'pi garuòäyate | 

Aapdabaxte=Lpaip mnae me yid ÊbRlm!.52 
äpadäbädhate'lpäpi mano me yadi durbalam ||52 

 
If he encounters a snake that's dead already,  

Even the crow can emulate 

The deeds of the great garuda. 

If I continue to act like a weakling,  

Even a minor slip in a vow 

Will be able to do me damage. 
 

iv;adk«tiníeò Aapd> sukra nnu, 
viñädakåtaniçceñöa äpadaù sukarä nanu | 

VyuiTwtíeòmanStu mhtamip ÊjRy>.53 
vyutthitaçceñöamänastu mahatämapi durjayaù ||53 

 

Do you really think you could ever be free 

Living in the destitution 

Of effort lost to discouragement? 
But one who is vigorous and constantly exerting himself 

Is invincible even when faced with great adversity. 
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tSmaÎ̄Fen icÄen kraeMyapdmapd>, 
tasmäddåòhena cittena karomyäpadamäpadaù | 

ÇElaeKyivijgI;uTv< haSymapi¾tSy me.54 
trailokyavijigéñutvaà häsyamäpajjitasya me ||54 

 
Therefore, with a unwavering mind, 

I will bring disaster to adversity. 

As long as I am defeated by adversity, 

My wish to conquer the three realms of suffering is laughable. 

 

mya ih sv¡ jetVymh< jeyae n kenict!, 
mayä hi sarvaà jetavyamahaà jeyo na kenacit | 

myE; manae vaeFVyae ijnis<hsutae ýhm!.55 
mayaiña mäno voòhavyo jinasiàhasuto hyaham ||55 

 
Everything should be conquered by me; 

I should be defeated by nothing! 

I should carry myself with confidence, 

For I am the child of the Conquering Lions. 

 

ye sÅva manivijta vrakaSte n mainn>, 
ye sattvä mänavijitä varäkäste na mäninaù | 

manI zÇuvz< nEit manzÇuvzaí te.56  
mäné çatruvaçaà naiti mänaçatruvaçäçca te ||56  

 

Those pitiable beings who are defeated by pride 
Are not those who possess pride. 
Those of confidence never become 

Slaves of the enemy, pride;  

Others have turned to slaves. 
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manen ÊgRit< nIta manu:ye=ip htaeTsva>, 
mänena durgatià nétä mänuñye'pi hatotsaväù | 

prip{faiznae dasa mUoaR ÊdRzRna> k«za>.57 
parapiëòäçino däsä mürkhä durdarçanäù kåçäù ||57 

 
Those whose hearts are filled up with 

The affliction of pride are by this thought 

Dragged to the lower realms;  

The feast of a human life is too 

Destroyed for them; as servants then 

They eat the crumbs from another's table;  

They are stupid, and ugly, and always feel  

Uncertain of themselves; and every  

Person they meet abuses them. 

 

svRt> pirÉUtaí manStBxaStpiSvn>, 
sarvataù paribhütäçca mänastabdhästapasvinaù | 

te=ip ceNmainna< mXye dInaStu vd kI†za>.58 
te'pi cenmäninäà madhye dénästu vada kédåçäù ||58 

 
They are everywhere looked down upon,  

Stuck up with pride and miserable. 

If these ruined ones are put in the category of those with confidence,  

Then tell me, what kind of categorization is that? 
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te mainnae ivjiymí t @v zUra 
te mänino vijayimaçca ta eva çürä 

ye manzÇuivjyay vhiNt manm!, 
ye mänaçatruvijayäya vahanti mänam | 

ye t< S)…rNtmip manirpu< inhTy 
ye taà sphurantamapi mänaripuà nihatya 

kam< jne jy)l< àitpadyiNt.59 
kämaà jane jayaphalaà pratipädayanti ||59 

 
Those possessing real self confidence, 

These real conquering heroes, 

Use pride to vanquish the enemy, which is pride. 

Annihilating that ever-growing enemy, pride, 

They bestow the fruit of that victory 

Upon the world, whenever they wish. 

 

 


