
Diamond Mountain University  

Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IV 
 

Reading Six: The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels 

 
The following translation is an excerpt from Master Kamalashila’s text on meditation, 

called Bhavana Krama, or The Steps of Meditation.  Master Kamalashila wrote three such 

books on meditation, all with the same title, the one we are using is the first one.  This 

work can be found in Tibetan in the ACIP database, TD3915, folios 40B-41A. 

 
**************** 

 

The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels 
 
'm-Nm+-`o-!0=-1{+-.:-13,-1-1{+-.:-#,=-.-;-1(1-.:-8'}#-1m-ao=-.-+{-Nm+-`o-=-
Hs#-.8}k�k#$-#m-3|-ao=-.-+{8m-3|-9,-;#-+{-9}$=-=v-Q}#=-.=-=-0`o,-.:-M1-.:-

#6#-#}�k 

 

yavn! n z²aeit iniíÔm! AinimÄivhar< smapÄum! tavt! ;óI ÉUim>, yda 

z²aeit tdaSya<gSy pirpUirt> sÝmI ÉUimrœ VyvSwaPyte, 
 

This bodhisattva remains on the sixth level until they are able to enter into an 

uninterrupted state of meditation which is devoid of all signs.  They are able to 

do this once they have completely mastered the previous stage, at which point 

we can say they have reached the seventh bodhisattva level. 

 

 
=-+{-;-A$-&u0-={1=-+.8-13,-1-*1=-%+-13,-1-1{+-.:-"}$-`o-&u+-;-13,-1:-
A=-.8m-*-$+-<$-8#}#-.:-1m-A{+-+}k�k+{-0=-,-=-+{-;-*0=-< m-/-:};-_p-@m,-.-<m,-
_p-<=-&{-0-9m,-,}k�k 
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ASyam! Aip ÉUmaE baeixsÅv> svRinimÄ< ininRimÄen àitivXyit 

inimÄk«tVyvhar< c n ivraexyit, Atae =Syam! %payparimta =itir´tra 

Évit, 

 

On this level, the bodhisattva comes to understand how no sign has any signs.  

And yet, they do not deny the terms which express these signs.  As such, on this 

level the perfection of method becomes their most predominant focus. 

 

 
=-8+m-[s,->m=-Es0-.8m-;1-+$-8K{;-.8m-@m:-<m,-_p-:m$-`o-=}$-0=-:m$-`o-=}$-0-6{=-
A8}k�k+{-!0=-1{+-.-13,-1-1{+-.-;-#,=-.-9$-9m,-,}k�k 

 

#y< c ÉUimrœ AnaÉaegmagaeRpðe;at! suóu Ër<gmat! Ër<gma, s 

iniíÔainimÄivharI Évit, 

 

The bodhisattva has come a long way on this level, for it is related to the 

spontaneous path.  And so it is called “Come a Long Way.”  It is also known as 

“Staying Uninterrupted Without Signs.” 

 

 
+{-'m-N m+-`o-[s,->m=-Es0-.=-8'v#-.8m-13,-1-1{+-.:-#,=-.-;-1(1-.:-8'}#-1m-
ao=-.-+{-Nm+-`o=-0`o,-.8}k�k#$-#m-3|-ao=-.-+{8m-3|-9,-;#-+{-9}$=-=v-Q}#=-.=-

=-0W+-.:-M1-.:-#6#-#}�k 

 

yavn! n z²aeTy! AnaÉaegvaihnm! AinimÄivhar< smapÄu< tavt! 

sÝmI ÉUim>, yda z²aeit tdaSya<gSy pirpUirtae =òmI ÉUimrœ VyvSwaPyte, 
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This bodhisattva remains on the seventh level until they are able to 

spontaneously immerse themselves in that state of meditation where there are no 

signs.  They are able to do this once they have completely mastered the previous 

stage, at which point we can say they have reached the eighth level. 

 

 
=-+{-;-[s,->m=-Es0-.:-+#{-08m-@}#=-;- }̂:-0=-,-*},-;1->m-/-:};-_p-@m,-.-<m,-_p-
<=-&{-0-9m,-,}k�k13,-1-1{+-.-;-P};-0=-1m-0[}+-.8m-@m:-+{-1m-#9}-0-6{=-A8}k�
k+{-[s,->m=-Es0-.:-13,-1-1{+-.-;-#,=-.-9$-9m,-,}k�k 

 

ASya< c ÉUmaE AnaÉaegen k…zlp]yaegat! ài[xanparimta =itir´tra 

Évit, AinimÄaÉaegaàkMPyTvadœ #ym! AcleTyuCyte, sae 

=naÉaegainimÄivharI c Évit, 

 

On this level, the bodhisattva concentrates on spontaneous types of good deeds.  

As such, the perfection of prayer becomes their most predominant focus.  And 

since this signless meditation is undisturbed by any conscious effort, this level is 

called “Unshakable.”  It is also known as “Staying Spontaneously Without 

Signs.” 

 

 
'm-Nm+-`o-M1-E$=-+$-k�${=-.8m-3n#-;-=}#=-.8m-:0-_p-+A{-0=-M1-.-*1=-%+-`o-
&}=-%},-.-;-+0$-0\w:-0:-1m-ao=-.-+{-Nm+-`o-=-0W+-.8}k�k#$-#m-3|-ao=-.-+{8m-3|-

9,-;#-+{-9}$=-=v-Q}#=-.=-=-+]o-.:-M1-.:-#6#-#}�k 

 

yavn! n z²aeit pyaRyiné®yaidàÉedE> svaRkarsvRxmRdeznaya< vzIÉivtu< 

tavdœ AòmI ÉUim>, yda z²aeit tdaSya<gSy pirpUirtae nvmI ÉUimrœ 

VyvSwaPyte, 
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This bodhisattva remains on the eighth level until they are empowered in every 

aspect of teaching the dharma, through the use of many different metaphors and 

expressions and so on.  They are able to do this once they have completely 

mastered the previous stage, at which point we can say they have reached the 

ninth level. 

 

 
=-+{-;-A$-&u0-={1=-+.8-=}-=}-9$-+#-.:-:m#-.8m-=+-.:-*}0-.=-<{=-:0-< m-%}0=-
< m-=+-.:-+$-X,-.=-,-%}0=-< m-/-:};-_p-@m,-.-<m,-_p-<=-&{-0-9m,-,}k�kM1-.-

*1=-%+-`o-&}=-% },-.-;-1"=-.8m-@m:-"-,-1-*}-0-1{+-.8m-R}-E}=-< m-=+-.:-*}0-.8m-
@m:-;{#=-.8m-R}-E}=-6{=-A8}k�k+{-=}-=}-9$-+#-.:-:m#-.-06m-*}0-.-9$-9m,-,}k�

k 

 

ASya< c ÉUmaE baeixsÅvSy àits<iviÖze;laÉat! à}abl ivze;yaegadœ 

blparimta =itir´tra Évit, svaRkarxmRdeznakaEzltae 

=nv*mitivze;laÉat! saxumtI ÉUimrœ %Cyte, ASya< c àits<iv½tuòylaÉI 

Évit, 

 

On this level, the bodhisattva has acquired an extraordinary form of the 

knowledges, and so they possess an extraordinary power of wisdom.  As such, 

the perfection of power becomes their most predominant focus.  And since 

they’ve acquired such an incredible and perfect intellect in order to master every 

aspect of teaching the dharma, this level is called “Notable Intellect.”  It is also 

known as “Acquiring the Four Types of Knowledge.” 

 

 
'm-Nm+-`o-=$=-W=-< m-6m$-+$-k�8"}:-+$-k�cu;-.-;-=}#=-.-0%,-.-+$-k�
&}=-9}$=-=v-Q}#=-.:-;}$=-]+-.-+$-k�={1=-%,-9}$=-=v-*m,-.:-A{+-1m-ao=-.-
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+{-Nm+-`o-=-+]o-.8}k�k#$-#m-3|-ao=-.-+{8m-3|-9,-;#-+{-9}$=-=v-Q}#=-.=-=-0%t-

.:-M1-.:-#6#-#}�k 

 

yavn! n z²aeit buÏ]eÇp;RiÚmaR[aid dzRiytu< pirpU[RxmRs<Éaeg< sÅvpirpak< c 

ktu¡ tavn! nvmI ÉUim>, yda tu z²aeit tdaSya<gSy pirpUirtae dzmI ÉUimrœ 

VyvSwaPyte, 

 

This bodhisattva remains on the ninth level until they are able to enjoy a 

complete range of dharma teachings with Buddhas in their paradise, along with 

their retinue, and their emanations and the like; and until they are able to bring 

living beings to their ultimate evolution.  They are able to do this once they have 

completely mastered the previous stage, at which point we can say they have 

reached the tenth bodhisattva level. 

 

 
+{-;-cu;-.-;-=}#=-.=-={1=-%,-9}$=-=v-*m,-.:-A-0-;-1"=-.8m-=+-.:-+$-X,-
.=-A$-&u0-={1=-+.8-9{-<{=-< m-/-:};-_p-@ m,-.-<m,-_p-<=-&{-0-9m,-,}k�k+{-,m-&}=-

%},-.8m-cm,-M1=-< m=-8'm#-K{,->m-"1=-1*8-9=-.-M1=-=v-&}=-< m-&:-80{0=-.=-
,-&}=-< m-cm,-6{=-A8}k�k 

 

ASya< c inmaR[aidna sÅvpirpacnay }anivze;yaegadœ baeixsÅvSy 

}anparimta =itir´tra Évit, #y< c xmRdezname"Erœ AnNte;u laekxatu;u 

xmRàv;R[adœ xmRme"eTyuCyte, 

 

On this level, the bodhisattva gains an extraordinary ability to bring living 

beings to their ultimate evolution, through the use of emanations and the like.  

As such, the perfection of wisdom becomes their most predominant focus.  This 

is when they can pour down a steady rain of the dharma upon infinite worlds 
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with their rainclouds of holy teachings.  Thus this level is called “Rainclouds of 

Dharma.” 

 

 
#6,-9$-/v$-.}-9}$=-=v-+#-.-;-=}#=-.8m-M1-.:-#6#-.-M1=-< m=-=-M1-.:-
#6#-.-9}+-+{k�9m-#{-1$=-< m=-+}#=-,=-1-Km=-=}k�k 

 

AprErœ Aip SkNxpir zuÏ(aidVyvSwapnErœ ÉUmIna< VyvSwapnm! AiSt 

¢NwivStrÉyan! n iliotm!, 

 

(These levels can also be established by describing which heaps become purified 

and so on—I did not list this here because I was afraid this book might get too 

long.) 
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The following translation is an excerpt from The Great Dictionary of the Tibetan 

Language, written by a team of Tibetan scholars in 1984.  The Tibetan text can be found 

in the ACIP catalog, R0002. 

 

**************** 

 

Names of the Ten Levels 
 A$-&u0-={1=-+.8m-=-0%tk�:0-_p-+#8-0-+$-k�H m-1-1{+-.k�8}+-A{+-.k�
8}+-8J}-0k�<m,-_p-^$-+!8-0k�1$},-`o->v:-.k�:m$-`o-=}$-0k�1m-#9}-0k�

;{#=-.8m-R}-E}=k�&}=-< m-cm,-){-0%tk 

 

The ten bodhisattva levels are: Immense Joy, Immaculate, Radiates Light, Blazing 

Light, Extremely Difficult to Practice, Manifesting Every Quality, Come a Long 

Way, Unshakable, Notable Intellect, and Rainclouds of Dharma. 
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The following translation is an excerpt from A Necklace for Master Scholars, a 

presentation on the levels and paths written by Sera Jetsun Chukyi Gyeltsen (1469-

1546).  The Tibetan text can be found in the ACIP catalog, S6826. 

 

**************** 

 

Description of the Ten Levels 

 
+{=-,-3u;-Dm1=-< m-/:-@m,-9,-&+-< m-(1=-;{,-[#-.:-1-*}0-%m$-k�/:-@m,-0%t8m-
,$-,=- m̂,-.8m-/:-@m,->m-(1=-;{,-[#-.:-*}0-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-9{-<{=-+{k�=-+$-.}-

:0-_p-+#8-08m-13,-(m+k 

 

Here is the definition of the first level, Immense Joy, in relation to the ten 

perfections: it is a wisdom of the first level where one has reached an 

extraordinary practice of the perfection of giving, but has not yet reached an 

extraordinary practice of the perfection of morality or any of the further 

perfections. 

 

 
+{-06m,-`ok�=-#(m=-.-,=-=-0%t-.8m-0:-;-/:-@m,-0%t-^:-,=-1*:-9{-<{=-< m-/:-
@m,->m=-(1=-;{,-&{=-[#-.:-7m,-.=-:0-_p-@{-08m-=-0%t8m-9{-<{=-+{k�6{=-:m#=-

8E{8}k�k 

 

You can apply this same definition to all the levels from two to ten, until the last 

one is defined as: the wisdom of the tenth level which is distinguished by being 

imbued with an extraordinary level of practice of the perfection of wisdom.  

 

 
=-:0-_p-+#8-0-;-+A{-,k�=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-1{+-;1-+$-k�=-+$-.}8m-M1-E};-
;1-+$-k�+{-#(m=-#$-:v$-1-9m,-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-1(1-#6#-9{-<{=-+$-#=v1-9}+k 
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You can divide the level extreme joy into three parts: the uninterrupted path of 

this first level, the path of liberation of the first level, and that meditative wisdom 

of the first level which is neither one of these. 

 

 
&}=-(m+-;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-1(1-#6#-9{-<{=-#$-6m#k�

:$-#m-$}-!;->m-0+{,-84n,->m-+$}=-#({,-A {+-.-+{k�=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-1{+-;1->m-
13,-(m+k 

 

The definition of the uninterrupted path for the first level is: a meditative 

wisdom of the first level which is in deep, single-pointed meditation on the true 

nature of things, and which is acting as the direct antidote for the tendency to 

grasp at the kind of true existence which is its specific task to remove. 

 

 
+{-;-+A{-,k�1*}$-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-+$-k�"}1-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-#(m=k 

 

You can divide this path into two parts: the uninterrupted path within the path 

of seeing, and the uninterrupted path within the path of habituation. 

 

 
=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-1{+-;1-#$-6m#k�:$-#m-$}-!;->m-0+{,-84n,-\o,-0)#=-< m-
+$}=-#({,-A{+-.-+{k�=-+$-.}8m-1*}$-;1-�0:-&+-1{+-;1->m-13,-(m+k 

 

Here is the definition of the uninterrupted path on the path of seeing: an 

uninterrupted path on the first bodhisattva level, which acts as the direct 

antidote for the kind of intellectual grasping to true existence which is its specific 

task to remove. 

 

 
+{-;-+A{-,k�07}+-.-0W+-9}+k�+{-+$-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-+},-
#%m#�k 
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If you divide that, there are eight kinds of fortitude, and these eight and the 

uninterrupted path for the greater way path of seeing are one and the same. 

 

 
=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-1{+-;1-#$-6m#�k�:$-#m-$}-!;->m-0+{,-84n,-[,-[{=-< m-
+$}=-#({,-A{+-.-+{k�=-+$-.}8m-"}1-;1-0:-&{+-1{+-;1->m-13,-(m+k 

 

Here is the definition of the uninterrupted path on the path of habituation: an 

uninterrupted path on the first bodhisattva level, which acts as a direct antidote 

for the kind of inborn grasping to true existence which is its specific task to 

remove. 

 

 
+{-+$-=-+$-.}8m-!+-%m#-*-1:-[{=-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-"}1-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-+},-#%m#k 

 

This and the uninterrupted path on the path of habituation within the first level 

which comes at the last moment of that first level are one and the same. 

 

 
&}=-(m+-;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-.8m-9{-<{=-#$-6m#�k�:$-+$-1(1-

#6#-*v,-#%m#-_p->v:-.8m-0:-%+-1{+-;1->m-$}-!;->m-am0-.-($-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-9{-
<{=-+{k�=-+$-.}8m-M1-E};-;1->m-13,-(m+k 

 

This is the definition for the path of liberation for the first level: it is a wisdom of 

the first level where you are in deep, single-pointed meditation on the true 

nature of things, and wherein you have already removed the obstacle which was 

the specific task of the uninterrupted path which occurred in the same 

meditation session as it to remove. 

 

 
+A{-,k�*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-<{=-.-0W+-9}+k 

 

It can be divided into the eight knowledges within the greater way path of 

seeing. 
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+{-#(m=-#$-:v$-1-9m,-.-,mk�#$-7#-#m-0+#-1{+-;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-

.8m-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-+$-k�#(m=-%}$-;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-.8m-*{#-&{,-
>m-1*}$-;1-+$-k�*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-I{=-*}0-9{-<{=-< m-I{=-=v-U:-9$-%}$-(m+-
;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-9{-<{=-W-0v8}kk 

 

Here are some examples of things which are in the third category above: a 

meditative wisdom of the first level which is neither of the other two. 

 

1) The greater way path of seeing where you are immersed single-pointedly in 

the lack of a self nature to a person. 

 

2) The greater way path of seeing where you are immersed single-pointedly in 

the fact that the two are devoid. 

 

3) The wisdom of the first level where you are immersed single-pointedly in 

emptiness once again, after you have already achieved subsequent wisdom in the 

greater way path of seeing. 

 

 

[Note: examples “1” and “2” would not be accepted by the Madhamika Prasangika 

school; this is a Madhamika Sautantrika text.] 

 
=-+$-.}8m-M1-E};-;1-;=-;$=-.8m-*{#-&{,->m-0+{,-.-1$},-K}#=-#$-6m#�k�

:$-Wv+-;-X,-.8m-#$-7#-#m-Wv+-;-1$},->v:-`o-8Av$-0-+{k�=-+$-.}8m-I{=-*}0-9{-

<{=-< m-13,-(m+k�+{-+$-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-I{=-*}0-9{-<{=-+},-#%m#�k 

 

Here is the definition of subsequent wisdom for the first level: it is a greater way 

realization of truth which occurs after you have come down out of the path of 

liberation of the first level, and it is a state of mind which is occurring in a 

manifest way within the mind of the person who is having it. 
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1(1-I{=-#$-:v$-1-9m,-.8m-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-,m-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-0:-&+-1{+-
;1-.8m-Wv+-< m-\o,-Q}0-={1=-0[{+-+$-+{8m-Wv+-< m-#$-7#-#m-0+#-1{+-1$},-=v1-`o-
K}#=-.8m-9{-<{=-+$-k�*{#-&{,-1*}$-;1-I{=-*}0-9{-<{=-;-#,=-.8m-={1=-+.8m-

Wv+-< m-%}$-(m+-1$},-=v1-`o-K}#=-.8m-1={,-.-W-0v8}kk 

 

Examples of the greater way path of seeing which is neither immersed in 

meditation nor the subsequent wisdoms are: a) that deceptive bodhichitta in the 

mind of a person who has been on the greater way uninterrupted path of seeing, 

b) the wisdom which perceives directly the lack of a self nature to a person in the 

mind of that same person, and c) the state of knowledge which perceives 

emptiness directly in the mind of a bodhisattva who is residing in subsequent 

wisdom on the greater way path of seeing. 

 

 

[Note: example “b” would not be accepted by the Madhamika Prasangika school.] 

 [{-3u;-,mk�&}=-(m+-;-P{-#%m#-_p-1(1-.:-06#-.8m-*{#-&{,->m- }̂:-;1-&}=-1&}#-

&{,-.}8m-9{-<{=k�*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-+$-k�*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-
;1-M1-E};-;1-M1=k�1(1-#6#-*v,-#%m#-;-[{k 

 

Here is the way in which they arise.  The following all arise in a single session of 

balanced meditation: 

 

(1) The wisdom of the greater form of the Supreme Phenomenon stage in the 

path of preparation for the greater way, consisting of single-pointed, balanced 

meditation upon the true nature of things; 

 

(2) The uninterrupted path within the path of seeing for the greater way; and 

 

(3) The path of liberation within the path of seeing for the greater way. 
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+{8m-I{=-=v-*{#-&{,->m-1*}$-;1-I{=-*}0-9{-<{=-[{k�+{8m-I{=-=v-=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-

1{+-;1-+$-k�M1-E };-;1-#(m=-#$-:v$-1-9m,-.8m-=-+$-.}8m-1(1-06#-9{-<{=-
[{k 

 

After that arises the aftermath stage of the path of seeing for the greater way.  

After that there arises the meditative wisdom of the first bodhisattva level which 

is neither an uninterrupted path within the first level nor a path of liberation 

within this same level. 

 

 
+{8m-I{=-=v-=-+$-.}8m-"}1-;1-0:-&+-1{+-;1-[{-0-9m,-,}k�+{-+$-=-#(m=-.8m-M1-

E};-;1-1(1-#6#-*v,-#%m#-;-[{-0-+$-k 

 

After that, the uninterrupted path within the path of habituation for the first 

bodhisattva level arises.  This and the path of liberation for the second 

bodhisattva level arise within a single session of balanced meditation. 

 

 
+{8m-I{=-=v-=-#(m=-.8m-I{=-*}0-9{-<{=-[{k�+{8m-I{=-=v-=-#(m=-.8m-M1-E};-;1-+$-
k�0:-&+-1{+-;1-#$-:v$-1-9m,-.8m-=-#(m=-.8m-1(1-#6#-9{-<{=-[{k�+{8m-

I{=-=v-=-#(m=-.8m-!+-%m#-*-18m-0:-&+-1{+-;1-[{-0-9m,-,}kk+{=-[#-1-M1=-;-
:m#=-8E{8}kk 

 

After that, the wisdom of the aftermath for the second bodhisattva level arises.  

After that there arises the meditative wisdom of the second bodhisattva level 

which is neither an uninterrupted path within the second level nor a path of 

liberation within this same level.  After that arises the uninterrupted path of the 

final moment for the second bodhisattva level.  This same pattern follows for the 

rest of the bodhisattva levels. 

 

 



Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IV 

Reading Six: The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels 

 

 14 

#=v1-.-=-,=-=:-8/}-3u;-,mk�1(1-#6#-,=-1(1-#6#-_p-8/}-0-9m,-){k�

0:-&+-1{+-;1-,=-M1-E};-;1-`o-8/}-0-9m,-.8m-@m:k 

 

Here is the third part of our explanation: a description of how we move from one 

bodhisattva level to another.  All such moves occur moving from one state of 

balanced meditation to another, because all these moves are made going from an 

uninterrupted path to a path of liberation. 

 

 
=-+$-.}-,=-=-#(m=-.:-8/}-08m-3|k�=-+$-.}8m-0:-&+-1{+-;1-,=-=-#(m=-.8m-

M1-E};-;1-`o-8/}k�k=-0`o,-.-,=-=-0W+-.:-8/}-08m-3|-+{-W:-`o-8/}-08m-@m:k 

 

When you move from the first bodhisattva level to the second, it’s done by 

moving from an uninterrupted path within the first level to a path of liberation at 

the second level.  When you move from the seventh bodhisattva level to the 

eighth, you again move in the same way. 
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And this must necessarily be the case, because even when you move from the 

tenth bodhisattva level to the state of a Buddha, you move in this same way. 
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As such, there does exist an uninterrupted path which arises at the final moment 

of the tenth bodhisattva level.  In the same way, there is as well a path of 

liberation which arises at the beginning of the ninth bodhisattva level. 

  

 


