Diamond Mountain University
Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IV

Reading Six: The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels

The following translation is an excerpt from Master Kamalashila’s text on meditation,
called Bhavana Krama, or The Steps of Meditation. Master Kamalashila wrote three such
books on meditation, all with the same title, the one we are using is the first one. This
work can be found in Tibetan in the ACIP database, TD3915, folios 40B-41A.

The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels
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This bodhisattva remains on the sixth level until they are able to enter into an

uninterrupted state of meditation which is devoid of all signs. They are able to

do this once they have completely mastered the previous stage, at which point
we can say they have reached the seventh bodhisattva level.
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On this level, the bodhisattva comes to understand how no sign has any signs.
And yet, they do not deny the terms which express these signs. As such, on this
level the perfection of method becomes their most predominant focus.
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The bodhisattva has come a long way on this level, for it is related to the

spontaneous path. And so it is called “Come a Long Way.” It is also known as
“Staying Uninterrupted Without Signs.”
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This bodhisattva remains on the seventh level until they are able to
spontaneously immerse themselves in that state of meditation where there are no
signs. They are able to do this once they have completely mastered the previous
stage, at which point we can say they have reached the eighth level.
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On this level, the bodhisattva concentrates on spontaneous types of good deeds.
As such, the perfection of prayer becomes their most predominant focus. And
since this signless meditation is undisturbed by any conscious effort, this level is
called “Unshakable.” It is also known as “Staying Spontaneously Without
Signs.”
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This bodhisattva remains on the eighth level until they are empowered in every
aspect of teaching the dharma, through the use of many different metaphors and
expressions and so on. They are able to do this once they have completely
mastered the previous stage, at which point we can say they have reached the
ninth level.
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On this level, the bodhisattva has acquired an extraordinary form of the
knowledges, and so they possess an extraordinary power of wisdom. As such,
the perfection of power becomes their most predominant focus. And since
they’ve acquired such an incredible and perfect intellect in order to master every
aspect of teaching the dharma, this level is called “Notable Intellect.” It is also
known as “Acquiring the Four Types of Knowledge.”
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This bodhisattva remains on the ninth level until they are able to enjoy a
complete range of dharma teachings with Buddhas in their paradise, along with
their retinue, and their emanations and the like; and until they are able to bring
living beings to their ultimate evolution. They are able to do this once they have

completely mastered the previous stage, at which point we can say they have
reached the tenth bodhisattva level.
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On this level, the bodhisattva gains an extraordinary ability to bring living
beings to their ultimate evolution, through the use of emanations and the like.
As such, the perfection of wisdom becomes their most predominant focus. This
is when they can pour down a steady rain of the dharma upon infinite worlds
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with their rainclouds of holy teachings. Thus this level is called “Rainclouds of
Dharma.”
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(These levels can also be established by describing which heaps become purified

and so on—I did not list this here because I was afraid this book might get too
long.)
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The following translation is an excerpt from The Great Dictionary of the Tibetan
Language, written by a team of Tibetan scholars in 1984. The Tibetan text can be found
in the ACIP catalog, RO002.
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Names of the Ten Levels

gﬁ'@’-ﬂ'&&&'ﬁﬂ&'&'ﬂg! RQ'@'ﬁQ"Q'Q’ﬁK’X g&ﬁﬁﬂ{ vﬁ'@ﬁ'ﬂ |

draga)  GFARYRFMAR]  NEFRTIA|  RRRARF AAHR
S BRpRYRY  AEEygRw)  RgiEa) Ao
N Yrr Do

ANARGTN] AN giﬁ HRZ|

The ten bodhisattva levels are: Immense Joy, Immaculate, Radiates Light, Blazing

Light, Extremely Difficult to Practice, Manifesting Every Quality, Come a Long
Way, Unshakable, Notable Intellect, and Rainclouds of Dharma.
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The following translation is an excerpt from A Necklace for Master Scholars, a
presentation on the levels and paths written by Sera Jetsun Chukyi Gyeltsen (1469-
1546). The Tibetan text can be found in the ACIP catalog, S6826.
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Description of the Ten Levels

~ N\ N\ N\ N\ ~ 8~ N\ DN

ﬁN'ﬁ'éﬂd'rﬂ&lN'@'HR’@%’N%'55'@'6&!&'ﬂdi'%ﬂﬂ?’&'ﬂqﬁlw HRLHZA
SN N SN_.& ~ e N\ ANA AA_ 7

3\1'\'3\&\!"3%'NQ'%R'@%'@"?}&N’NS\%Q}'QR’HQ’QQ’N’%R’NQ'U\Y'QNHX NRRA

mﬁ'ﬁmqn&&éﬁﬂ

Here is the definition of the first level, Immense Joy, in relation to the ten

perfections: it is a wisdom of the first level where one has reached an

extraordinary practice of the perfection of giving, but has not yet reached an

extraordinary practice of the perfection of morality or any of the further
perfections.
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You can apply this same definition to all the levels from two to ten, until the last

one is defined as: the wisdom of the tenth level which is distinguished by being
imbued with an extraordinary level of practice of the perfection of wisdom.
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You can divide the level extreme joy into three parts: the uninterrupted path of
this first level, the path of liberation of the first level, and that meditative wisdom
of the first level which is neither one of these.
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The definition of the uninterrupted path for the first level is: a meditative
wisdom of the first level which is in deep, single-pointed meditation on the true
nature of things, and which is acting as the direct antidote for the tendency to
grasp at the kind of true existence which is its specific task to remove.
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You can divide this path into two parts: the uninterrupted path within the path
of seeing, and the uninterrupted path within the path of habituation.
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Here is the definition of the uninterrupted path on the path of seeing: an
uninterrupted path on the first bodhisattva level, which acts as the direct

antidote for the kind of intellectual grasping to true existence which is its specific
task to remove.
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If you divide that, there are eight kinds of fortitude, and these eight and the
uninterrupted path for the greater way path of seeing are one and the same.

a O\ - (SN A &~ A~ Q\ - [N
NARNARLAFANF UNTREGT] ] RKﬂKﬁN@Qﬁ%Qéﬁ‘gﬁaN@
~ ~_ . -~ A\ a~ A~ (SN (5
ARG TR NE] N'ﬁf\'ﬂqg&l'@#&!ﬂR'&ﬁ'&ﬁ'ﬂ&'@'&éﬁ"}}ﬁ1
Here is the definition of the uninterrupted path on the path of habituation: an
uninterrupted path on the first bodhisattva level, which acts as a direct antidote

for the kind of inborn grasping to true existence which is its specific task to
remove.
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This and the uninterrupted path on the path of habituation within the first level
which comes at the last moment of that first level are one and the same.
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This is the definition for the path of liberation for the first level: it is a wisdom of
the first level where you are in deep, single-pointed meditation on the true
nature of things, and wherein you have already removed the obstacle which was

the specific task of the uninterrupted path which occurred in the same
meditation session as it to remove.

AN\ a~ -

Sy éq'aiq'g'&a:'m&'\qm'm'qgﬁ'&/ﬁx

It can be divided into the eight knowledges within the greater way path of
seeing.
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Here are some examples of things which are in the third category above: a
meditative wisdom of the first level which is neither of the other two.

1) The greater way path of seeing where you are immersed single-pointedly in
the lack of a self nature to a person.

2) The greater way path of seeing where you are immersed single-pointedly in
the fact that the two are devoid.

3) The wisdom of the first level where you are immersed single-pointedly in
emptiness once again, after you have already achieved subsequent wisdom in the
greater way path of seeing.

[Note: examples “1” and “2” would not be accepted by the Madhamika Prasangika
school; this is a Madhamika Sautantrika text.]
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Here is the definition of subsequent wisdom for the first level: it is a greater way
realization of truth which occurs after you have come down out of the path of

liberation of the first level, and it is a state of mind which is occurring in a
manifest way within the mind of the person who is having it.

11



Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IV
Reading Six: The Remaining Bodhisattva Levels

-~ A\

&5&'Ez\!'ﬂ:’g:‘&'ﬁq'Aﬁ'éq'%q'@'&a‘:‘ma\xq'%ﬂ'éq'@'&i?:m&nx'asﬁﬁﬁ'

m&'ma'%ﬁ'@Qi"g’qﬂw\rqgﬁ'ﬁ&'ﬁagﬁ@q:sq'ﬁmﬁq'ﬁﬁ'&?{q'&g&i

ng\ma@'@z\rﬁq 2735 JER A FANFT R G TFN LR KA FHA
%ﬁ'@‘g‘%ﬁ'&{iﬁ& '5:";“1"'”3&@5”@%@

Examples of the greater way path of seeing which is neither immersed in
meditation nor the subsequent wisdoms are: a) that deceptive bodhichitta in the
mind of a person who has been on the greater way uninterrupted path of seeing,
b) the wisdom which perceives directly the lack of a self nature to a person in the
mind of that same person, and c) the state of knowledge which perceives
emptiness directly in the mind of a bodhisattva who is residing in subsequent
wisdom on the greater way path of seeing.

[Note: example “b” would not be accepted by the Madhamika Prasangika school.]
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Here is the way in which they arise. The following all arise in a single session of
balanced meditation:

(1) The wisdom of the greater form of the Supreme Phenomenon stage in the
path of preparation for the greater way, consisting of single-pointed, balanced
meditation upon the true nature of things;

(2) The uninterrupted path within the path of seeing for the greater way; and

(3) The path of liberation within the path of seeing for the greater way.
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After that arises the aftermath stage of the path of seeing for the greater way.
After that there arises the meditative wisdom of the first bodhisattva level which
is neither an uninterrupted path within the first level nor a path of liberation
within this same level.
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After that, the uninterrupted path within the path of habituation for the first
bodhisattva level arises. This and the path of liberation for the second
bodhisattva level arise within a single session of balanced meditation.
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After that, the wisdom of the aftermath for the second bodhisattva level arises.
After that there arises the meditative wisdom of the second bodhisattva level
which is neither an uninterrupted path within the second level nor a path of
liberation within this same level. After that arises the uninterrupted path of the
final moment for the second bodhisattva level. This same pattern follows for the
rest of the bodhisattva levels.
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Here is the third part of our explanation: a description of how we move from one
bodhisattva level to another. All such moves occur moving from one state of

balanced meditation to another, because all these moves are made going from an
uninterrupted path to a path of liberation.
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When you move from the first bodhisattva level to the second, it's done by

moving from an uninterrupted path within the first level to a path of liberation at

the second level. When you move from the seventh bodhisattva level to the
eighth, you again move in the same way.
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And this must necessarily be the case, because even when you move from the
tenth bodhisattva level to the state of a Buddha, you move in this same way.
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As such, there does exist an uninterrupted path which arises at the final moment
of the tenth bodhisattva level. In the same way, there is as well a path of
liberation which arises at the beginning of the ninth bodhisattva level.
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