Diamond Mountain University
Setting Fire to Your Meditation, Part IV

Reading Two: Anything and Everything

The following translation is an excerpt from Master Kamalashila’s text on meditation,
called Bhavana Krama, or The Steps of Meditation. Master Kamalashila wrote three such
books on meditation, all with the same title, the one we are using is the first one. This
work can be found in Tibetan in the ACIP database, TD3915, folios 38 A-39A.
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This same point is spoken of again in greater detail in the exalted sutra, Perfect
Summary of the Dharma:
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O Conqueror, if you asked me to describe the practice of a bodhisattva,
here is what I would say: any and every action of body, action of speech,
or action of mind that they perform in order to look after all living beings.
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And great compassion is what must come before. They are overwhelmed
by the power of great compassion, which itself comes from taking
personal responsibility to heal all living beings and make them happy.
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And those who hold this intention to heal have the following thought in
their mind: “I will undertake any practice which is needed and any
practice which provides happiness to all living beings.”
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These bodhisattvas practice understanding why their heaps are like an
illusion; however, it is not the case that they are trying to completely reject
the heaps. They practice understanding why their categories are like a

poisonous snake; however, they are not attempting to completely deny
these categories.
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They also practice understanding why their doors of sense are like an
empty city; however, this is not an attempt to completely give up these
doors of sense. They practice understanding why their physical form is
like a bubble; however, they do not turn away from working to attain the
holy form body of Those Gone Thus.
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These bodhisattvas also practice understanding why their feelings are like
the froth of a wave; however, it is not that they are no longer trying to
achieve the bliss of a balanced state of meditation, with thoughts and
concentration of Those Gone Thus.
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They practice understanding why their discrimination is like a mirage;
however, it is not the case that they do not try to attain the wisdom of
Those Gone Thus. They practice understanding why their miscellaneous
factors are like a plantain stem; however, it is not that they are no longer
working to gather the perfect qualities of a Buddha for themselves.
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And these bodhisattvas also practice understanding why their
consciousness is like an illusion; however, it is not that they are not
striving to perform those actions of body, speech, and mind which are
based in wisdom.
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You should understand that limitless demonstrations of how method and
wisdom work are found in all these various sutras.
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Of course it is true that they do not rely on method during the period when they
are immersed in the wisdom that transcends the world. However, at those times
when they do rely on method, bodhisattvas are like magicians—not at all fooled
by the illusion, because they are applying this transcendent wisdom.
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For they possess a knowledge which comes after communing directly with
wisdom —a knowledge which sees the true state of things, the essential nature of

the objects around them —which realizes their emptiness. And it is this very
knowledge alone that is the path of the pair of method and wisdom combined.
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You must realize that the path of the two combined occurs at that point of
neverending meditation, as it is explained in the exalted sutra, Explanation of the
One Called Neverending Intellect.



