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| LIFE BEFORE TAKING ONESELF TO A TEACHER
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idamadya maya labdhamimarh prapsye manoratham|
idamastidamapi me bhavisyati punardhanam|| 16.13
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asau maya hatah Satrurhanisye caparanapil
isvaro’hamaharh bhogi siddho'harh balavansukhil | 16.14

[Those deluded by ignorance say things like:]

“Today I’ve acquired this thing, and | now will obtain that thing — whatever |
fancy. All this money is mine, and there will be plenty more coming in soon.

It was | who single-handedly killed that enemy, and I’11 kill lots of others in the
future. | am the master of my destiny. | am the enjoyer. | am successful, strong,
and happy.”
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1. CRISIS AND DESPERATION
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sidanti mama gatrani mukharh ca pariSusyatil
vepathus$ca Sarire me romaharsasca jayatel| 1.29
gandivam sramsate hastattvakcaiva paridahyate|

naca Saknomyavasthaturh bhramativa ca me manah!| 1.30
nimittani ca pasyami viparitani kesaval 1.31

My limbs sink in despair and my mouth is parched. My body is trembling and my

hair stands on end. The magic bow slips from my hand and my skin burns. | am

unable to stand still; my mind reels. Everything seems like it’s been turned on its
head, Krishna!
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I1l.  SURRENDERING ONESELF TO A TEACHER
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yacchreyah syanniécitam briihi tanme Sisyaste’harn §adhi marm tvam prapannaml| 2.7

| am afflicted to my core by the flaw of deep depression; my mind is totally
confused about what is the right thing to do. | beg you to tell me clearly what is
best. | am your student; please teach me. I surrender myself to you.

IV. RECOGNIZING YOUR GOOD FORTUNE
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manusyanarh sahasresu kascidyatati siddhayel
yatatamapi siddhanam kascinmarm vetti tattvatah!| 7.3

There is barely one man among thousands who strives for perfection. And of those
few who do try to achieve the goal, only the rare one recognizes me for who |
really am.
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V. THE HIGHEST YOGA
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yoginamapi sarvesarh madgatenantaratmanal

sraddhavanbhajate yo marh sa me yuktatamo matah!| 6.47

Of all the yogis, it is the one who, with his innermost soul devoted to Me,
faithfully serves Me who is regarded as the most disciplined.

VI.  GURU YOGA: WORKING WITH A TEACHER
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vyamisreneva vakyena buddhirh mohayasiva me|
tadekarm vada niScitya yena §reyo’hamapnuyam/|| 3-2

You confuse my mind with so many seemingly inconsistent teachings. Can’t you
just tell me one invariable thing through which | may attain the highest good?
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avajananti marh mudha manusim tanumasritam|
pararh bhavamajananto mama bhiitamahe$varaml| 9.11

moghasa moghamkarmano moghajfiana vicetasah|
raksasimastirimh caiva prakrtith mohinir $ritahll 9.12

Stupid people, not knowing of My higher existence as the Great Lord of all beings
and seeing only the human body I have assumed, treat Me contemptuously. Their
hopes are in vain; their actions are futile, they are bewildered. They embrace a
deluded, fiendish, demonic nature.

VIl. THE EMPTINESS OF THE GURU
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iksate yogayuktatma sarvatra samadaréanahl| 6.29

One who is fully perfected in yoga sees oneself in all beings and all beings in
oneself. He sees everything as coming from the same source.
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atmaupamyena sarvatra samarn pasyati yo'rjunal
sukham va yadi va duhkharm sa yogi paramo matahl| 6.32

One who sees that everything is equally coming from oneself, whether it is
suffering or happiness, is to be considered the supreme yogi.

VIIl. REACHING THE GURU
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yo marh pasyati sarvatra sarvarh ca mayi pasyatil
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tasyaham na pranasyami sa ca me na pranasyatil| 6.30

I will never be separated from one who sees Me everywhere and sees everything in
Me, nor will he ever be separated from Me.
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sarvabhttasthitarh yo mam bhajatyekatvamasthitah!|
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sarvatha vartamano'pi sa yogi mayi vartatel | 6.31

One who resides in this oneness worships Me as abiding in all beings. That yogi,
no matter what he is doing is engaged in Me.
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manmana bhava madbhakto madyaji mam namaskurul
mamevaisyasi yuktvaivamatmanarh matparayanah!| 9-34

Have your mind fixed on Me; be fully devoted to Me; make sacrifices for Me;
offer obeisance to Me. Yoke yourself to Me, take refuge in Me, and you will reach
Me.

IX. THE HIGHEST ACT OF DEVOTION: PASSING ON THE LINEAGE
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ya idamh paramam guhyarmh madbhaktesvabhidhasyatil
bhaktirh mayi param krtva mamevaisyatyasam$ayah!| 18-68

na ca tasmanmanusyesu kascinme priyakrttamahl|
bhavita na ca me tasmadanyah priyataro bhuvil | 18-69

The one who teaches this highest secret to those dedicated to Me has performed the
highest act of devotion to Me. That one, without a doubt, will reach Me. And no
one can do anything for Me that | value more; no one on earth will be more dear to
Me than someone like that.



