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Session One:   

Life Without a Teacher and Recognizing the Need for Guidance 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 
 

n ma< Ê:k«itnae muFa> àp*Nte nraxma>, 

mayyapùt}ana Aasur< Éavmaiïta>.  

na mäà duñkåtino muòhäù prapadyante narädhamäù| 

mäyayäpahåtajïänä äsuraà bhävamäçritäù||  

 

Deluded wrong-doers, the lowest of people, do not take themselves to me.  

Deprived of wisdom by the illusion, they adhere to a demonic way of life. 

(7.15) 

 

**** 

#dm* mya lBximm< àaPSye mnaerwm!, 

#dmStIdmip me Éiv:yit punxRnm!.  

idamadya mayä labdhamimaà präpsye manoratham| 

idamastédamapi me bhaviñyati punardhanam||  

 

AsaE mya ht> zÇuhRin:ye capranip, 

$ñrae=hmh< ÉaegI isÏae=h< blvaNsuoI. 

asau mayä hataù çatrurhaniñye cäparänapi| 

éçvaro'hamahaà bhogé siddho'haà balavänsukhé||  

 

[Those deluded by ignorance say things like:] 

 

“Today I’ve acquired this thing, and I now will obtain that thing – whatever 

I fancy.  All this money is mine, and there will be plenty more coming in 

soon. 

 

It was I who single-handedly killed that enemy, and I’ll kill lots of others in 

the future.  I am the master of my destiny.  I am the enjoyer.  I am 

successful, strong, and happy.” (16.13-14) 
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**** 

 

sIdiNt mm gaÇai[ muo< c pirzu:yit, 

vepwuí zrIre me raemh;Rí jayte. 

ga{fIv< ö<ste hStaÅv‹Ev pirdýte, 

nc z²aeMyvSwatu< æmtIv c me mn>.  

inimÄain c pZyaim ivprItain kezv,  

sédanti mama gäträëi mukhaà ca pariçuñyati| 

vepathuçca çarére me romaharñaçca jäyate||  

gäëòévaà sraàsate hastättvakcaiva paridahyate| 

naca çaknomyavasthätuà bhramatéva ca me manaù||  

nimittäni ca paçyämi viparétäni keçava|  

 

My limbs sink in despair and my mouth is parched.  My body is trembling 

and my hair stands on end.  The magic bow slips from my hand and my skin 

burns.  I am unable to stand still; my mind reels.  Everything seems like it’s 

been turned on its head, Krishna. (1.29-32ab) 

 

**** 

 

kapR{ydae;aephtSvÉav> p&CDaim Tva< xmRs<mUfœceta, 

yCÀey> SyaiÚiít< äUih tNme iz:ySte=h< zaix ma< Tva< àpÚm!.  

kärpaëyadoñopahatasvabhävaù påcchämi tväà dharmasammüòcetä| 

yacchreyaù syänniçcitaà brühi tanme çiñyaste'haà çädhi mäà tväà 

prapannam|| 

 

I am afflicted to my core by the flaw of deep depression; my mind is totally 

confused about what is the right thing to do.  I beg you to tell me clearly 

what is best.  I am your student; please teach me.  I surrender myself to you. 

(2.7) 
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**** 

ctuivRxa ÉjNte ma< jna> suk«itnae=juRn, 

caturvidhä bhajante mäà janäù sukåtino'rjuna| 

AataeR ij}asurwaRwIR }anI c Ért;RÉ. 

ärto jijïäsurarthärthé jïäné ca bharatarñabha||  

 

Arjuna, there are four kinds of virtuous persons who devote themselve to me 

– those in distress, those who are driven by intellectual inquiry, those who 

are seeking their own advantage, and the wise.  (7.16) 
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Session Two:   

Learning to be Good Student 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

mnu:ya[a< shöe;u kií*tit isÏye, 

yttamip isÏana< kiíNma< veiÄ tÅvt>. 

manuñyäëäà sahasreñu kaçcidyatati siddhaye| 

yatatämapi siddhänäà kaçcinmäà vetti tattvataù|| 

 

There is barely one man among thousands who strives for 

perfection.  And of those few who do try to achieve the goal, only 

the rare one recognizes me for who I really am. (7.3) 

 

II.   From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion
1
 

 

(1)   Bowing in the proper way to the lotus feet of my Guru who is the cause 

for me to attain the state of a glorious Vajrasattva, I shall condense and 

explain in brief what has been said in many stainless tantric texts about Guru 

devotion.  (Therefore) listen with respect.  

 

(2)   All the Buddhas of the past, present and future, residing in every land in 

the ten directions, have paid homage to the Tantric Masters from whom they 

have received the highest empowerments.  (Is there need to mention that you 

should too?)  

 

 (3)   Three times each day with supreme faith you must show the respect 

you have for your guru who teaches you (the Tantric path), by pressing your 

palms together, offering a mandala as well as flowers and prostrating 

(touching) your head to his feet.  

 

(4)   Those who hold ordination vows, if (your Guru) is a layman or your 

junior, prostrate (in public) while facing such things as his scriptural texts in 

order to avoid worldly scorn.  But in your mind (prostrate to your Guru).  

 

 

                                                 
1
 This translation of the text is found online at 

http://buddhism.kalachakranet.org/resources/50_verses_guru_devotion.html 
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 (5)   As for serving (your Guru) and showing him respect, such as obeying 

what he says, standing up (when he comes) and showing him to his seat –

these should be done even by those with ordination vows (whose Gurus are 

laymen or their junior).  But (in public) avoid prostrating and unorthodox 

actions (such as washing his feet).  

 

III.   From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

1 01  Awatae Éi´< VyaOyaSyam>, 1 

1 01  athäto bhaktià vyäkhyäsyämaù | 1 

 

We will now explain devotion. 

 

1 02  sa TviSmn! prmàemêpa, 2 

1 02  sä tvasmin paramapremarüpä | 2 

 

Its nature is the highest love for That One. 

 

1 03  Am&tSvêpa c, 3 

1 03  amåtasvarüpä ca | 3 

 

And its essence is the nectar of immortality. 

 

1 04  y‘BXva puman! isÏae Évit Am&tae Évit t&Ýae Évit, 4 

1 04  yallabdhvä pumän siddho bhavati amåto bhavati tåpto bhavati | 4 

 

When one obtains this, a person becomes perfect, immortal, and content. 
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1 05  yTàaPy n ikiÂdœ vaÂit n zaecit n Öeiò n rmte naeTsahI 

Évit, 5 

1 05  yatpräpya na kiïcid väïcati na çocati na dveñöi na ramate notsähé 

bhavati | 5 

 

Upon attaining this, one desires nothing more at all.  One does not grieve 

nor hate nor lust, nor does one strive for anything else. 

 

1 06  yJ}aTva mÄae Évit StBxae Évit AaTmaramae Évit, 6 

1 06  yajjïätvä matto bhavati stabdho bhavati ätmärämo bhavati | 6 

 

When one truly realizes this, one becomes intoxicated, stunned; their joy 

is self-contained. 

 

1 07  sa n kamymana inraexêpTvat!, 7 

1 07  sä na kämayamänä nirodharüpatvät | 7 

 

It is not ordinary desiring because its nature is cessation. 

 

1 08  inraexStu laekvedVyaparNyas>, 8 

1 08  nirodhastu lokavedavyäpäranyäsaù | 8 

 

And this cessation involves giving up on both worldly and religious 

business. 

 

1 09  tiSmÚnNyta tiÖraeix;UdasInta c, 9 

1 09  tasminnananyatä tadvirodhiñüdäsénatä ca | 9 

 

And it also involves disinterest in anything other than That One and in 

things inimical to that. 
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1 10  ANyaïya[a< Tyagae=nNyta, 10 

1 10  anyäçrayäëäà tyägo¬nanyatä | 10 

 

Devoted to nothing other, he or she renounces all other sources of refuge. 
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Session Three:   

Finding the Right Teacher  

 

I. From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion 

 

(6)   In order for the words of honor of neither the Guru nor the disciple to 

degenerate, there must be a mutual examination beforehand (to determine if 

each can) brave a Guru-disciple relationship.  

 

 (7)   A disciple with sense should not accept as his Guru someone who lacks 

compassion or who is angersome, vicious or arrogant, possessive, 

undisciplined or boasts of his knowledge.  

 

(8)   (A Guru should be) stable (in his actions), cultivated (in his speech), 

wise, patient and honest. He should neither conceal his short-comings not 

pretend to possess qualities he lacks. He should be an expert in the meanings 

(of the tantra) and in its ritual procedures (of medicine and turning back 

obstacles). Also he should have loving compassion and a complete 

knowledge of the scriptures.  

 

(9)   He should have full expertise in both ten fields, skill in the drawing of 

mandalas, full knowledge of how to explain the tantra, supreme pure faith 

and his senses fully under control.  
 

II. From a Commentary on the Fifty Verses
2
 

 

In general a Mahayana Guru should have the following ten qualities: (1) 

discipline as a result of his mastery of the training in the higher discipline 

moral self-control, (2) mental quiescence from his training in higher 

concentration, (3) pacification of all delusions and obstacles form his 

training in higher wisdom, (4) more knowledge than his disciple in the 

subject to be taught, (5) enthusiastic perseverance and joy in teaching, (6) a 

treasure of scriptural knowledge, (7) insight into and an understanding of 

Voidness, (8) skill in presenting the teachings, (9) great compassion and (10) 

no reluctance to teach and work for his disciples regardless of their level of 

intelligence.  

                                                 
2
 Posted online at 

http://www.ganden.org/Resources/DharmaMaterials/FiftyStanzasofGuruDev

otion/tabid/90/Default.aspx 
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A Tantric Master must have even more good qualities, as listed in the text. 

Most important is that he be an extremely stable person, with his body, 

speech and mind totally under control.  

 

There are two set of ten fields in which the Guru must be a complete master. 

The ten inner ones are essential for teaching the yoga and anuttarayoga 

classes of tantra, which stress the importance of purifying mainly internal 

mental activities. These are expertise in (1) visualizing wheels of protection 

and eliminating obstacles, (2) preparing and consecrating protection knots 

and amulets to be worn around the neck, (3) conferring the vase and secret 

empowerments, planting the seeds for attaining a Buddha’s Form Bodies, (4) 

conferring the wisdom and word empowerments, planting the seeds for 

attaining a Buddha’s Wisdom Bodies, (5) separating the enemies for Dharma 

from their own protectors, (6) making offerings, such as sculptured tormas, 

(7) reciting mantras, both verbally and mentally, that is visualizing them 

revolving around his heart, (8) performing wrathful ritual procedures for 

forcefully catching the attention of the meditational deities and protectors, 

(9) consecrating images and statues and (10) making mandala offerings, 

performing the meditational practices (sadhana) and taking self-initiations.    

 

The ten external qualities are required for teaching the kriya and carya 

classes of tantra, which stress the importance of purifying mainly external 

activities in connection with internal mental processes. These are expertise 

in (1) drawing, constructing and visualizing the mandala abodes of the 

meditational deities, (2) maintaining the different states of single-minded 

concentration (samadhi), (3) executing the hand gestures (mudras), (4) 

performing the ritual dances, (5) sitting in the full meditational position, (6) 

reciting what is appropriate to these two classes of tantra, (7) making fire 

offerings, (8) making the various other offerings, (9) performing the rituals 

of (a) pacification of disputes, famine and disease, (b) increase of life span, 

knowledge and wealth, (c) power to influence others and (d) wrathful 

elimination of demonic forces and interferences, and (10) invoking 

meditational deities and dissolving them back into their appropriate places.  

 

It is not sufficient for a Tantric Master merely to know how to perform the 

superficial actions of these above rituals. He must actually be able to do 

them. For instance, when consecrating an image of a meditational deity, he 

must be able to invoke the actual deity and place it in the image, not merely  
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recite the words of the accompanying text. If you take as your Guru a Master 

with all these qualifications and powers, and he accepts you as his disciple, 

you must devote yourself fully to him. Although it is possible that out of 

delusion you might disagree with your Guru, never show him disrespect or 

despise him from the depth of your heart.  
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Session Four: 

How to Think about the Teacher 

 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

tSmaTà[My ài[xay kay< àsadye TvamhmIzmIf(m!, 

iptev puÇSy soev sOyu> iày> iàyayahRis dev saeFum!.  

tasmätpraëamya praëidhäya käyaà prasädaye tvämahaméçaméòyam| 

piteva putrasya sakheva sakhyuù priyaù priyäyärhasi deva soòhum||  

 

I prostrate to You; I lay down my body before You, my Lord, and ask You 

to be gracious.  As a father with his son, as friend with a friend, as a lover to 

a beloved, bear with me, my Angel. (11.44) 

 

 

II. From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion 

 

10)  Having become the disciple of such a protecting (Guru), should you 

then despise him from your heart, you will reap continual suffering as if you 

had disparaged all the Buddhas.  

 

(11)  If you are so foolish as to despise your Guru, you will contract 

contagious diseases and those caused by harmful spirits.  You will die (a 

horrible death) caused by demons, plagues or poison.  

 

(12)  You will be killed by (wicked) kings or fire, by poisonous snakes, 

water, witches or bandits, by harmful spirits or savages, and then be reborn 

in a hell.  

 

(13)  Never disturb your Guru’s mind.  Should you be foolish and happen to 

do this, you will surely boil in hell.  

 

(14)  Whatever fearful hells have been taught, such as Avici, the Hell of 

Uninterrupted Pain, it is clearly explained that those who disparage their 

Guru will have to remain there (a very long time).  
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(15)  Therefore exert yourself whole-heartedly never to belittle your Tantric 

Master who makes no display of his great wisdom and virtues.  

 

(16)  (If from a lack of awareness you have shown disrespect) to your Guru, 

reverently present an offering to him and seek his forgiveness.  Then in the 

future such harm as plagues will not befall you.  

 

(17)  It has been taught that for the Guru to whom you have pledged your 

word of honor (to visualize as one with your meditational deity), you should 

willingly sacrifice your wife, children and even your life, although these are 

not (easy) to give away.  Is there need to mention your fleeting wealth?  

 

(18)  (Such practice of offering) can confer even Buddhahood on a zealous 

(disciple) in his very lifetime, which otherwise might be difficult to attain 

even in countless millions of eons. 

 

 (19)  Always keep your word of honor. Always make offerings to the 

Enlightened Ones. Always make offerings also to your Guru, for he is the 

same as all the Buddhas.  

 

(20)  Those who wish (to attain) the inexhaustible (state of Buddha’s 

Wisdom Body) should give to their Guru whatever they themselves find 

pleasing, from the most trifling objects to those of the best quality.  

 

(21)  Giving (to your Guru) is the same as making continual offerings to all 

the Buddhas. From such giving much merit is gathered. From such 

collection comes the supreme powerful attainment (of Buddhahood).  

 

(22)  Therefore, a disciple with the good qualities of compassion, generosity, 

moral self-control and patience should never regard as different his Guru and 

the Buddha Vajradhara.  
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III.  From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

1 11  laekvede;u tdnukªlacr[< tiÖraeix;UdasInta, 11 

1 11  lokavedeñu tadanuküläcaraëaà tadvirodhiñüdäsénatä | 11 

 

Disinterest in things inimical to that (devotion) means that when it comes 

to worldly or religious activities one engages only in conduct which 

accords with that (devotion). 

 

1 12  Évtu iníydaF(aRËXv¡ zaôrKz[m!, 12 

1 12  bhavatu niçcayadäròhyädürdhvaà çästrarakçaëam | 12 

 

One should adhere to the authoritative religious teachings even after 

having gained a strong conviction (about the importance of devotion). 

 

1 13  ANywa paitTyz»ya, 13 

1 13  anyathä pätityaçaìkayä | 13 

 

Otherwise there is the danger of back-sliding. 

 

1 14  laekae=ip tavdev Éaejnaid VyaparSTvazrIrxar[avix, 14 

1 14  loko'pi tävadeva bhojanädi vyäpärastväçaréradhäraëävadhi | 14 

 

Worldly activities such as eating and so on should be done only to the 

extent necessary to keep the body from death. 

 

1 15  t‘Kz[ain vaCyNte nanamtÉedat!, 15 

1 15  tallakçaëäni väcyante nänämatabhedät | 15 

 

The characteristics of that (devotion) will now be enumerated in 

accordance with the divisions of the various opinions. 
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1 16  pUjaid:vnurag #it parazyR>, 16 

1 16  püjädiñvanuräga iti päräçaryaù | 16 

 

According to Parasharya, it  is a fondness for things like pujas and so 

forth. 

 

1 17  kwaidi:vit ggR>, 17 

1 17  kathädiñviti gargaù | 17 

 

Garga thinks it¬s all about story-telling. 

 

1 18  AaTmrTyivraexeneit zai{fLy>, 18 

1 18  ätmaratyavirodheneti çäëòilyaù | 18 

 

Shandilya says it is through perpetual pleasure in the Self (that devotion 

is truly expressed). 

 

1 19  nardStu tdipRtaiolacarta tiÖSmr[e prmVyak…lteit, 19 

1 19  näradastu tadarpitäkhiläcäratä tadvismaraëe paramavyäkulateti | 19 

 

According to Narada, however, it is to have everything one does 

dedicated to That One, greatly agitated whenever there is forgetfulness 

about That One. 

 

1 20  ASTyevmevm!, 20  

1 20  astyevamevam | 20  

 

There are many examples of this. 
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1 21  ywa ìjgaeipkanam!, 21 

1 21  yathä vrajagopikänäm | 21 

 

Like the milkmaids of Vraja. 

 

1 22  tÇaip n mahaTMy}anivSm&Typvad>, 22 

1 22  taträpi na mähätmyajïänavismåtyapavädaù | 22 

 

Even in cases like this, however, there is no excuse for forgetting the great 

sacrality (of That One).  

 

1 23  tiÖhIn< jara[aimv, 23 

1 23  tadvihénaà järäëämiva | 23 

 

In the absence of that, it¬s just like being with illicit lovers. 

 

1 24  naSTyev tiSmn! tTsuosuioTvm!, 24 

1 24  nästyeva tasmin tatsukhasukhitvam | 24 

 

In such cases, there is not the pleasure derived from giving pleasure to 

That One. 
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Session Five: 

How to Serve the Teacher 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

yaeignamip sveR;a< mÌtenaNtraTmna, 

ïÏavaNÉjte yae ma< s me yu´tmae mt>.  

yoginämapi sarveñäà madgatenäntarätmanä| 

çraddhävänbhajate yo mäà sa me yuktatamo mataù||  

 

Of all the yogis, it is the one who, with his innermost soul devoted to me, 

faithfully serves me that I regard to be the most disciplined. (6.47) 

 

**** 

 

yTkraei; ydîais y¾uhaei; ddais yt!, 

yÄpSyis kaENtey tTk…é:v mdpR[m!.  

yatkaroñi yadaçnäsi yajjuhoñi dadäsi yat| 
yattapasyasi kaunteya tatkuruñva madarpaëam||  

 

Whatever you do, Arjuna, whatever you eat or offer or give, whatever 

austerities you undertake, do it all as an offering to me. (9.27) 
 

 

**** 

 

mYyev mn AaxTSv miy buiÏ< invezy, 

mayyeva mana ädhatsva mayi buddhià niveçaya| 

invis:yis mYyev At ^Xv¡ n s<zy>.  

nivasiñyasi mayyeva ata ürdhvaà na saàçayaù||  

 

Focus the mind on me; fix the intellect on me.  There is no doubt that you 

will dwell only in me from then on.  (12.8) 
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II. From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion 

 

 (23)  If you should never tread on even (your Guru’s) shadow, because the 

fearsome consequences are the same as destroying a stupa, is there need to 

mention never stepping on or over his shoes or seat, (sitting in his place or 

riding) his mount?  

 

(24)  (A disciple) having great sense should obey the words of his Guru 

joyfully and with enthusiasm. If you lack the knowledge or ability (to do 

what he says), explain in (polite) words why you cannot (comply).  

 

(25)  It is from your Guru that powerful attainments, higher rebirth and 

happiness come. Therefore make a whole hearted effort never to transgress 

your Guru’s advice.  

 

(26)   (Guard) your Guru’s belongings as you would your own life. Treat 

even your Guru’s beloved (family) with the same (respect you show) for 

him. (Have affectionate regard for) those closely around him as if they were 

your own dearest kin. Single-mindedly think (in this way) at all times.  

 

(27)   Never sit on the (same) bed or seat (as your Guru), nor walk ahead of 

him. (At teachings do not) wear your hair in a top-knot, a hat, shoes or any 

weapons. (Never) touch a seat (before he sits down or if he happens to sit on 

the ground. Do not) place your hands (proudly) on your hips or wring them  

(before him).  

 

(28)   Never sit or recline while your Guru is standing (nor lie while he is 

sitting). Always be ready to stand up and serve him skilfully in an excellent 

manner.  

 

 (29)   In the presence of your Guru never do such things as spit, cough or 

sneeze without covering your head. (Never) stretch your legs when at your 

seat, nor walk back and forth (without reason before him. And never) argue.  

 

(30)   Never massage or rub your limbs. Do not sing, dance or play musical 

instruments (for other than religious purposes). And never chatter idly or 

speak in excess (or too loudly) within the range of (your Guru’s) hearing.  
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(31)   (When your Guru enters the room) get up from your seat and bow 

your head slightly. Sit (in his presence) respectfully. At night or at rivers or 

on dangerous paths, with (your Guru’s) permission you may walk before 

him.  

 

(32)   In the direct sight of his Guru, (a disciple) with sense should not (sit) 

with his body twisted around, nor leaning (casually) against pillars and such. 

Never crack you knuckles, (play with your fingers or clean your nails).  

 

(33)  When washing (your Guru’s) feet or his body, drying, massaging or 

(shaving) him, precede such actions with (three) prostrations and at their 

conclusion do the same. Then attend (to yourself) as much as you like. 

 

(34)   Should you need to address (your Guru) by his name, add the title 

“Your Presence” after it. To generate respect for him in others, further 

honorific may also be used.  

 

 (35)   When asking for your Guru’s advice, (first announce why you have 

come). With palms pressed together at your heart, listen to what he tells you 

without (letting your mind) wander about. Then (when he has spoken) you 

should reply, “I shall do exactly as you have said.”  

 

(36)  After doing (what your Guru has told you), report (what has happened) 

in polite, gentle words. Should you yawn or cough, (clear you throat or 

laugh in his presence), cover you mouth with your hand.    

 

 (37)   If you wish to receive a certain teaching, request three times with your 

palms press together while kneeling before him on you (right) knee. (Then at 

his discourse) sit humbly with respect, wearing appropriate clothing that is 

neat (and clean, without ornaments, jewellery or cosmetics).    

 

(38)   Whatever you do to serve (your Guru) or show him respect should 

never be done with an arrogant mind. Instead you should ever be like a 

newly-wed bride, timid, bashful and very subdued.    

 

(39)   In the presence of (the Guru) who teaches you (the path), stop acting 

in a conceited, coquettish manner. As for boasting to others what you have 

done (for your Guru), examine (your conscience) and discard all such acts.  
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(40)   If you are (requested) to perform a consecration, (an initiation into) 

mandala or a fire offering ceremony or to gather disciples and deliver a 

discourse, you may not do so if your Guru resides in that area, unless you 

receive his prior permission.    

 

(41)   Whatever offerings you receive from performing such rites as (the 

consecration known as) Opening the Eyes, you should present all these to 

your Guru. Once he has taken a token portion, you may use the rest for 

whatever you like.    

 

(42)   In the presence of his Guru a disciple should not act (as a Guru) to his 

own disciples and they should not act towards him as their Guru. Therefore 

(before your own Guru) stop (your disciples) from showing you respect such 

as rising (when you come) and making prostration.  

 

(43)   Whenever you make an offering to your Guru or whenever your Guru 

presents you with something, a disciple with sense will (present and) receive 

this using both hands and with his head slightly bent.  

 

(44)   Be diligent in all your actions, (alert and) mindful never to forget 

(your word of honor). If fellow-disciples transgress, correct each other in a 

friendly manner.    

 

(45)   If because of sickness you are physically (unable) to bow to your Guru 

and must do what normally would be prohibited, even without (his explicit) 

permission, there will be no unfortunate consequences if you have a virtuous 

mind.  

 

 

III.  From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

2 01  sa tu kmR}anyaege_yae=Pyixktra, 25 

2 01  sä tu karmajïänayogebhyo'pyadhikatarä | 25 

 

And it (the yoga of devotion) is superior to the yogas of action and 

wisdom. 
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Session Five: 

How to Serve the Teacher 

 

2 02  )lêpTvat!, 26 

2 02 phalarüpatvät | 26 

 

(It is superior) due to the form the effect takes. 

 

2 03  $ñrSyaPyiÉmanÖei;Tvat! dENyiàyTvat! c, 27 

2 03  éçvarasyäpyabhimänadveñitvät dainyapriyatvät ca | 27 

 

And because The Lord dislikes pride and loves humility. 

 

2 04  tSya> }anmev saxnimTyeke, 28 

2 04  tasyäù jïänameva sädhanamityeke | 28 

 

Some say it can be practiced by wisdom alone. 

 

2 05  ANyaeNyaïyTvimTyNye, 29 

2 05  anyonyäçrayatvamityanye | 29 

 

Others regard the two as mutually dependent. 

 

2 06  Svy< )lêpteit äük…mar>, 30 

2 06  svayaà phalarüpateti brahmakumäraù | 30 

 

According to Narada, it (devotion) is its own reward. 

 

2 07  rajg&hÉaejnaid;u twEv †òTvat!, 31 

2 07  räjagåhabhojanädiñu tathaiva dåñöatvät | 31 

 

It¬s like a king who sees his palace, food, etc. 
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How to Serve the Teacher 

 

2 08  n ten raja pirtae;> Kzu½aiNtvaR, 32 

2 08  na tena räjä paritoñaù kçuccäntirvä | 32 

 

It¬s not by just seeing those things that a king is pleased or appeases his 

hunger. 

 

2 09  tSmat! sEv ¢aýa mumuKzuiÉ>, 33 

2 09  tasmät saiva grähyä mumukçubhiù | 33 

 

So it (devotion) alone is to be practiced by those wishing liberation. 

 

3 01  tSya> saxnain gayNTyacayaR>, 34 

3 01  tasyäù sädhanäni gäyantyäcäryäù | 34 

 

The religious teachers sing about the methods for cultivating it. 

 

3 02  tÄu iv;yTyagat! s¼Tyagat! c, 35 

3 02  tattu viñayatyägät saìgatyägät ca | 35 

 

But it comes from renouncing objects of the senses and attachment. 

 

3 03  AVyav&ÄÉjnat!, 36 

3 03  avyävåttabhajanät | 36 

 

And from unrelenting worship. 

 

3 04  laeke=ip ÉgvÌ‚[ïv[kItRnat!, 37 

3 04  loke'pi bhagavadguëaçravaëakértanät | 37 

 

And from chanting and listening to the praises of the Lord¬s qualities all 

day long. 
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How to Serve the Teacher 

 

3 05  muOytStu mhTk«pyEv ÉgvTk«palezadœ va, 38 

3 05  mukhyatastu mahatkåpayaiva bhagavatkåpäleçäd vä | 38 

 

But it is mainly through just the compassion of a Great One, or from just a 

fragment of the compassion of the Lord. 

 

3 06  mhTs¼Stu ÊlRÉae=gMyae=mae"í, 39 

3 06  mahatsaìgastu durlabho'gamyo'moghaçca | 39 

 

And a connection with a Great One is hard to obtain ° difficult to come by 

and infallible. 

 

3 07  l_yte=ip tTk«pyEv, 40 

3 07  labhyate'pi tatkåpayaiva | 40 

 

It¬s only through the compassion of That One (the Lord) that even it (this 

connection with a Great One) is obtained. 

 

3 08  tiSm<St¾ne ÉedaÉavat!, 41 

3 08  tasmiàstajjane bhedäbhävät | 41 

 

It¬s because there is no difference between That One (the Lord) and That 

Person (the Great One). 

 

3 09  tdev saXyta< tdev saXytam!, 42 

3 09  tadeva sädhyatäà tadeva sädhyatäm | 42 

 

Just practice that!  Just practice that! 
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3 10  ÊSs¼> svRwEv TyaJy>, 43 

3 10  dussaìgaù sarvathaiva tyäjyaù | 43 

 

Bad associations should be totally abandoned. 

 

3 11  kam³aexmaehSm&itæ<zbuiÏnazsvRnazkar[Tvat!, 44 

3 11  kämakrodhamohasmåtibhraàçabuddhinäçasarvanäçakäraëatvät | 44 

 

Because this is the cause of desire, anger, delusion, loss of mindfulness, 

the destruction of the intellect, the destruction of everything. 

 

3 12  tr¼aiyta ApIme s¼at! smuÔayNte, 45 

3 12  taraìgäyitä apéme saìgät samudräyante | 45 

 

These, although they may start out as just small waves, become like a 

tsunami because of the association. 

 

3 13  kStrit kStrit mayam! y> s¼< Tyjit yae mhanuÉav< sevte 

inmRmae Évit, 46 

3 13  kastarati kastarati mäyäm yaù saìgaà tyajati yo mahänubhävaà 

sevate nirmamo bhavati | 46 

 

Who is that crosses over?  Who is it that is rescued from illusion?  It is the 

one who renounces (bad) associations, who serves the high-minded ones, 

and who becomes selfless. 
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3 14  yae iviv´Swan< sevte yae laekbNxmuNmUlyit inôEgu{yae Évit 

yaegKzem< Tyjit, 47 

3 14  yo viviktasthänaà sevate yo lokabandhamunmülayati nistraiguëyo 

bhavati yogakçemaà tyajati | 47 

 

It is the one who lives in a solitary place, who pulls up worldly 

attachments by the roots, who is free from the three qualities of nature, 

and who renounces the false security of possessions. 

 

3 15  y> kmR)l< Tyjit kmaRi[ sÛySyit ttae inÖRNÖae Évit, 48 

3 15  yaù karmaphalaà tyajati karmäëi sannyasyati tato nirdvandvo 

bhavati | 48 

 

It is the one who renounces the short-term results of actions, who 

renounces ordinary karma and thereby becomes free from dualistic 

thinking.  

 

3 16  yae vedanip sÛySyit kevlmivi½Úanurag< lÉte, 49 

3 16  yo vedänapi sannyasyati kevalamaviccinnänurägaà labhate | 49 

 

It is the one who gives up attachment even to the scriptures and 

organized religion who obtains complete and uninterrupted love for the 

Divine. 

 

3 17  s trit s trit s laeka<Staryit, 50 

3 17  sa tarati sa tarati sa lokäàstärayati | 50 

 

He crosses over!  He crosses over!  He helps everyone in the world to 

cross over! 
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Session Six: 

The Emptiness of the Teacher 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

svRÉUtSwmaTman< svRÉUtain caTmin, 

sarvabhütasthamätmänaà sarvabhütäni cätmani| 

$]te yaegyu´aTma svRÇ smdzRn>. 

ékñate yogayuktätmä sarvatra samadarçanaù|| 

 

One who is fully perfected in yoga sees oneself in all beings and all beings 

in oneself.  He sees everything as coming from the same source.  (6.29) 

 

**** 

AaTmaEpMyen svRÇ sm< pZyit yae=juRn, 

suo< va yid va Ê>o< s yaegI prmae mt>.  

ätmaupamyena sarvatra samaà paçyati yo'rjuna| 

sukhaà vä yadi vä duùkhaà sa yogé paramo mataù||  

 

One who sees that everything is equally coming from oneself, whether it is 

suffering or happiness, is to be considered the supreme yogi. (6.32) 

 

 

II. From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion 

 

(46)   What need is there to say much more?  Do whatever pleases your 

Guru and avoid doing anything he would not like. Be diligent in both of 

these.  

 

(47)   “Powerful attainments follow from (doing what) your Guru (likes).” 

This has been said by (the Buddha) Vajradhara himself.  Knowing this, try to 

please your Guru fully with all the actions (of your body, speech and mind).  
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The Emptiness of the Teacher 

 

III.  From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

4 01  AinvRcnIy< àemSvêpm!, 51 

4 01  anirvacanéyaà premasvarüpam | 51 

 

The true nature of pure love is indescribable. 

 

4 02  mUkaSvadnvt!, 52 

4 02  mükäsvädanavat | 52 

 

It¬s like a mute person trying to describe how something tastes. 

 

4 03  àkazte Kvaip paÇe, 53 

4 03  prakäçate kväpi pätre | 53 

 

It appears in one who is a pure vessel. 

 

4 04  gu[riht< kamnariht< àitKz[vxRman< Aivi½Ú< sUKZmtr< 

AnuÉvêpm!, 54 

4 04  guëarahitaà kämanärahitaà pratikçaëavardhamänam aviccinnaà 

sükçmataram anubhavarüpam | 54 

 

It is free of limiting qualities and of base desire; it increases moment to 

moment, uninterruptedly; and it takes the most subtle form of 

consciousness. 
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4 05  tTàaPy tdevavlaekit tdev z&[aeit tdev Éa;yit tdev 

icNtyit, 55 

4 05  tatpräpya tadevävalokati tadeva çåëoti tadeva bhäñayati tadeva 

cintayati | 55 

 

When one acheives that (love), one sees, hears,  speaks, and thinks about 

only it. 

 

4 06  gaE[I iÇxa gu[Éedadœ AataRidÉedadœ va, 56 

4 06  gauëé tridhä guëabhedäd ärtädibhedäd vä | 56 

 

Its secondary form is threefold:  according to the three kinds of qualities 

or according to the three divisions beginning with distress. 

 

4 07  %ÄrSmaÊÄrSmat! pUvR pUvaR ïeyay Évit, 57 

4 07  uttarasmäduttarasmät pürva pürvä çreyäya bhavati | 57 

 

In both cases, what is previous is superior to what follows. 

 

4 08  ANymat! saElÉ< É´aE, 58 

4 08  anyamät saulabhaà bhaktau | 58 

 

Devotion is an easier path than any other. 

 

4 09  àma[aNtrSyanpeKzTvat! Svy< àma[Tvat!, 59 

4 09  pramäëäntarasyänapekçatvät svayaà pramäëatvät | 59 

 

The proof of this is self-evident and does not depend on any other proof. 
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4 10  zaiNtêpat! prmanNdêpa½, 60 

4 10  çäntirüpät paramänandarüpäcca | 60 

 

And because it is the very nature of peace and the highest bliss. 
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Session Seven: 

When the Honeymoon is Over:  Sticking with the Teacher 

 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

Vyaimïe[ev vaKyen buiÏ< maehysIv me, 

tdek< vd iniíTy yen ïeyae=hmaßuyam!.  

vyämiçreëeva väkyena buddhià mohayaséva me| 

tadekaà vada niçcitya yena çreyo'hamäpnuyäm||  

 

You confuse my mind with so many seemingly inconsistent teachings.  

Can’t you just tell me one invariable thing through which I may attain the 

highest good? (3.2) 

 

**** 

AvjaniNt ma< muFa manu;I— tnumaiïtm!, 

pr< ÉavmjanNtae mm ÉUtmheñrm!.  

avajänanti mäà muòhä mänuñéà tanumäçritam| 

paraà bhävamajänanto mama bhütamaheçvaram|| 

  

Stupid people, not knowing of my higher existence as the great lord of all 

beings and seeing only the human body I have assumed, treat me 

contemptuously.  (9.11) 

 

 

II.  From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

4 11  laekhanaE icNta n kayaR inveidtaTmlaekvedTvat!, 61 

4 11  lokahänau cintä na käryä niveditätmalokavedatvät | 61 

 

Because one has dedicated oneself and all one¬s worldly and religious 

activities,  there is nothing to worry about when it comes to relinquishing 

the world. 
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When the Honeymoon is Over:  Sticking with the Teacher 

 

 

4 12  n tiTsÏaE laekVyavharae hey> ikNtu )lTyag> tTsaxn< c, 62 

4 12  na tatsiddhau lokavyavaharo heyaù kintu phalatyägaù tatsädhanaà 

ca | 62 

 

Upon accomplishing that, one should not stop engaging in worldly 

business but rather do it as a practice, renouncing the short-term results. 

 

4 13  ôIxnnaiStkcirÇ< n ïv[Iym!, 63 

4 13  strédhananästikacaritraà na çravaëéyam | 63 

 

One should not listen to gossip about women, wealth, and the conduct of 

the irreligious. 

 

4 14  AiÉmandMÉaidk< TyaJym!, 64 

4 14  abhimänadambhädikaà tyäjyam | 64 

 

Pride, hypocrisy, and other vices should be given up. 

 

4 15  tdipRtaiolacar> sn! kam³aexaiÉmanaidk< tiSmÚev 

kr[Iym!, 65 

4 15  tadarpitäkhiläcäraù san kämakrodhäbhimänädikaà tasminneva 

karaëéyam | 65 

 

With everything one does being fully dedicated to That One, what is done 

out of desire, anger, pride, etc., is directed toward That One only. 
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4 16  iÇêpÉ¼pUvRkm! inTydaSyinTykaNtaÉjnaTmk< àem kay¡ àemEv 

kayRm!, 66 

4 16  trirüpabhaìgapürvakam nityadäsyanityakäntäbhajanätmakaà 

prema käryaà premaiva käryam | 66 

 

Breaking out of the limitations of the three (secondary) forms mentioned 

above, one should act out of pure love alone ° acting always with the pure 

love like that of a servant  serving the master or a lover adoring the 

beloved. 
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Session Eight: 

Seeing the Teacher. . . Here, There, and Everywhere 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

@vmet*waTw TvmaTman< prmeñr, 

evametadyathättha tvamätmänaà parameçvara| 

ÔòuimCDaim te êpmEñr< pué;aeÄm.  

drañöumicchämi te rüpamaiçvaraà puruñottama||  

 

I want to see your sovereign form, as you have described it, o Supreme 

among Men.  (11.3) 
 

 

mNyse yid tCDKy< mya Ôòuimit àÉae, 

yaegeñr ttae me Tv< dZyaRTmanmVyym!.  

manyase yadi tacchakyaà mayä drañöumiti prabho| 

yogeçvara tato me tvaà darçyätmänamavyayam||  

 

If you think I’m ready to see it, my Master, reveal to me your irreducible 

essence, Lord of Yoga. (11.4) 

 

**** 

Anekbaødrv±neÇ< pZyaim Tva< svRtae=nNtêpm!, 

naNt< n mXy< n punStvaid< pZyaim ivñeñr ivñêp.  

anekabähüdaravaktranetraà paçyämi tväà sarvato'nantarüpam| 

näntaà na madhyaà na punastavädià paçyämi viçveçvara viçvarüpa||  

 

I see your unlimited form everywhere – many arms, bellies, mouths, and 

eyes.  You can take all forms; I see no beginning, middle or end to You, 

Lord of All. (11.16) 
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iptais laekSy cracrSy TvmSy pUJyí guégRrIyan!, 

pitäsi lokasya caräcarasya tvamasya püjyaçca gururgaréyän| 

n TvTsmae=STy_yixk> k…tae=Nyae laekÇye=PyàitmàÉav. 

na tvatsamo'styabhyadhikaù kuto'nyo lokatraye'pyapratimaprabhäva|| 

 

You are the Father of the world, of all things animate and inanimate, the 

most weighty of all gurus, worthy of honor by all.  There is nothing that 

equals You.  Where in all three worlds is there another that surpasses Your 

immeasurable power?  (11.43) 

 

tSmaTà[My ài[xay kay< àsadye TvamhmIzmIf(m!, 

iptev puÇSy soev sOyu> iày> iàyayahRis dev saeFum!.  

tasmätpraëamya praëidhäya käyaà prasädaye tvämahaméçaméòyam| 

piteva putrasya sakheva sakhyuù priyaù priyäyärhasi deva soòhum||  

 

I prostrate to You; I lay down my body before You, my Lord, and ask You 

to be gracious.  As a father with his son, as friend with a friend, as a lover to 

a beloved, bear with me, my Angel. (11.44) 

 

 

II.  From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

5 01  É´a @kaiNtnae muOya>, 67 

5 01  bhaktä ekäntino mukhyäù | 67 

 

The highest of the devotees are those who are single-pointed in their 

devotion. 
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5 02  k{QavraexraemÂaïuiÉ> prSpr< lpmana> pavyiNt k…lain p&iwvI— 

c, 68 

5 02  kaëöhävarodharomaïcäçrubhiù parasparaà lapamänäù pävayanti 

kuläni påthivéà ca | 68 

 

Speaking with one another with lumps in their throats, hair standing on 

end, and tears in their eyes, they purify their families and the whole 

world. 

 

5 03  tIwIRk…vRiNt tIwaRin sukmIR k…vRiNt kmaRi[ s½aôIk…vRiNt 

zaôai[, 69 

5 03  térthékurvanti térthäni sukarmé kurvanti karmäëi saccästrékurvanti 

çästräëi | 69 

 

They make sacred places sacred; they make actions beneficial; they make 

the scriptures holy. 

 

5 04  tNmya>, 70 

5 04  tanmayäù | 70 

 

They are filled with That One. 

 

5 05  maedNte iptrae n&TyiNt devt> snawa cey< ÉUÉRvit, 71 

5 05  modante pitaro nåtyanti devataù sanäthä ceyaà bhürbhavati | 71 

 

Their ancestors rejoice, the gods dance, and this world is endowed with  

great masters. 
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5 06  naiSt te;u jaitiv*aêpk…lxni³yaid Éed>, 72 

5 06  nästi teñu jätividyärüpakuladhanakriyädi bhedaù | 72 

 

Among them there is no divisions based on caste, education, appearance, 

family background, wealth, occupation, etc. 

 

5 07  ytStdIya>, 73 

5 07  yatastadéyäù | 73 

 

Because they all belong to That One. 

 

5 08  vadae navlMBy>, 74 

5 08  vädo nävalambyaù | 74 

 

One should not engage in disputation. 

 

5 09  ba÷LyavkazTvadœ AinytTva½, 75 

5 09  bähulyävakäçatväd aniyatatväcca | 75 

 

Because it can go on forever with no final resolution. 

 

5 10  Éi´zô!rai[ mnnIyain tÊÓaexkmaRi[ kr[Iyain, 76 

5 10  bhaktiçastrräëi mananéyäni tadudbodhakarmäëi karaëéyäni | 76 

 

One should contemplate the scriptures on devotion and, recalling them,  

carry out one¬s duties. 
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Seeing the Teacher. . . Here, There, and Everywhere 

 

 

5 11  suoÊ>oe½alaÉaidTy´e àtIúyma[e ][axRmip Vyw¡ n neym!, 

77 

5 11  sukhaduùkheccäläbhädityakte pratékñyamäëe kñaëärdhamapi 

vyarthaà na neyam | 77 

 

One should be patient and give up attachment to such things as pleasure 

and pain and getting what one selfishly desires.  One should not be led 

into useless activity even for half a second. 
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Session Nine: 

Reaching the Divine:  Becoming the Teacher 

 

 

I. From the Bhägavad Gétä 

 

yae ma< pZyit svRÇ sv¡ c miy pZyit, 

yo mäà paçyati sarvatra sarvaà ca mayi paçyati| 

tSyah< n à[Zyaim s c me n à[Zyit.  

tasyähaà na praëaçyämi sa ca me na praëaçyati||  

 

I will never be separated from one who sees Me everywhere and sees 

everything in Me, nor will he ever be separated from Me. (6.30) 

 

svRÉUtiSwt< yae ma< ÉjTyekTvmaiSwt>, 

sarvabhütasthitaà yo mäà bhajatyekatvamästhitaù| 

svRwa vtRmanae=ip s yaegI miy vtRte.  

sarvathä vartamäno'pi sa yogé mayi vartate||  

 

One who resides in this oneness worships Me as abiding in all beings.  That 

yogi, no matter what he is doing is engaged in Me. (6.31) 

 

**** 

mNmna Év mÑ´ae m*ajI ma< nmSk…é, 

mamevE:yis yu®vEvmaTmn< mTpray[>.  

manmanä bhava madbhakto madyäjé mäà namaskuru| 

mämevaiñyasi yuktvaivamätmanaà matparäyaëaù||  

 

Have your mind fixed on Me; be fully devoted to Me; make sacrifices for 

Me; offer obeisance to Me.  Yoke yourself to Me, take refuge in Me, and 

you will reach Me. (9.34) 

 

**** 
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Reaching the Divine:  Becoming the Teacher 

 

 

#it te }anmaOyat< guýaÌ‚ýtr< mya, 

iti te jïänamäkhyätaà guhyädguhyataraà mayä| 

ivm&ZyEtdzae;e[ yweCDis twa k…é.  

vimåçyaitadaçoñeëa yathecchasi tathä kuru||  

 

So it is that this most secret of all secrets has been revealed by Me.  Consider 

it fully and then do what you will.  (18.63) 

 

svRguýtm< ÉUy> z&[u me prm< vc>, 

sarvaguhyatamaà bhüyaù çåëu me paramaà vacaù| 

#òae=is †Fimit ttae vúyaim te iht<.  

iñöo'si dåòhamiti tato vakñyämi te hitaà||  

 

Hear once more My highest words, the most secret of all, for you are surely 

dear to Me so I will tell you for your own good.  (18.64)  

 

mNmna Év mÑa´ae m*ajI m< nmSk…é, 

manmanä bhava madbhäkto madyäjé maà namaskuru| 

mamevE:yis sTy< te àitjane iàyae=is me.  

mämevaiñyasi satyaà te pratijäne priyo'si me||  

 

Keep your mind on Me, be devoted to Me, sacrifice to Me, prostrate to Me.  

I promise that you will come to Me, for you are dear to Me. (18.65) 
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Reaching the Divine:  Becoming the Teacher 

 

 

svRxmaRNpirTyJy mamek< zr[< ìj, 

sarvadharmänparityajya mämekaà çaraëaà vraja| 

Ah< Tva svRpape_yae mae]iy:yaim ma zuc>.  

ahaà tvä sarvapäpebhyo mokñayiñyämi mä çucaù||  

 

Surrender all your religious ambitions to Me; go for refuge only in Me.  Do 

not grieve, for I will free you of all your vices.  (18.66) 

 

#d< te natpSkay naÉ´ay kdacn, 

idaà te nätapaskäya näbhaktäya kadäcana| 

n cazuïU;ve vaCy< n c ma< yae=_ysUyit. 18 67 

na cäçuçrüñave väcyaà na ca mäà yo'bhyasüyati|| 18 67 

 

Never speak of this to one who is devoid of austerity, who has no faith, or 

who refuses to listen, or to one who is annoyed with Me.  (18.67) 

 

y #d< prm< guý< mÑ´ee:viÉxaSyit, 

Éi´< miy pra< k«Tva mamevE:yTys<zy>.  

ya idaà paramaà guhyaà madbhakteñvabhidhäsyati| 

bhaktià mayi paräà kåtvä mämevaiñyatyasaàçayaù||  

 

The one who teaches this highest secret to those dedicated to Me has 

performed the highest act of devotion to Me.  That one, without a doubt, will 

reach Me.  (18.68) 
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n c tSmaNmnu:ye;u kiíNme iàyk«Äm>, 

Éivta n c me tSmadNy> iàytrae Éuiv.  

na ca tasmänmanuñyeñu kaçcinme priyakåttamaù| 

bhavitä na ca me tasmädanyaù priyataro bhuvi||  

 

And no one can do anything for Me that I value more; no one on earth will 

be more dear to Me than someone like that. (18.69) 

 

 

 

II. From The Fifty Verses of Guru Devotion 

 

 

 (48)   After a disciple has taken refuge in the Triple Gem and developed a 

pure (Enlightened motive), he should be given this (text) to take to his heart 

(how to abandon his own arrogant self-will and) follow in his Guru’s 

footsteps (along the Graded Path to Enlightenment).    

 (49)   (By studying the prerequisite training of Guru-devotion and the 

Graded Path, common to both the sutra and tantra), you will become a 

(suitable) vessel (to hold) the pure Dharma. You may then be given such 

teachings as tantra. After receiving the proper empowerments, recite out 

loud the fourteen root vows and take them sincerely to your heart.    

 

(50)   As I have not made the mistake when writing this work (of adding my 

personal interpretation), may this be of infinite benefit to all disciples who 

follow their Guru. By limitless merit I have gathered in this way, may all 

sentient beings quickly attain the state of Buddha.  
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III. From the Närada Bhakti Sütra 

 

5 12  Aih<sasTyzaEcdyaiStKyaidcairÇyai[ pirpalnIyain, 78 

5 12  ahiàsäsatyaçaucadayästikyädicäritrayäëi paripälanéyäni | 78 

 

Qualities like nonviolence, truthfulness, purity, compassion, and right 

worldview, as well as good behavior, should be cultivated. 

5 13  svRda svRÉaven iniíNtE> Égvanev ÉjnIy>, 79 

5 13  sarvadä sarvabhävena niçcintaiù bhagaväneva bhajanéyaù | 79 

 

The Lord alone is to be worshiped always and with one¬s whole being by 

those without doubt. 

 

5 14  s kITyRman> zIºmevaivÉRvTynuÉavyit É´an!, 80 

5 14  sa kértyamänaù çéghramevävirbhavatyanubhävayati bhaktän | 80 

 

The Lord, being glorified like this, quickly appears and reveals Himself or 

Herself to the devotees. 

  

5 15  iÇsTySy Éi´rev grIysI Éi´rev grIysI, 81 

5 15  trisatyasya bhaktireva garéyasé bhaktireva garéyasé | 81 

 

Devotion is the most important thing in the three realities; devotion alone 

is the most important thing. 
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5 16  gu[mahaTMyasi´-êpasi´-pUjasi´-Smr[asi´-

daSyasi´sOyasi´vaTsLysi´-kaNtasi´-AaTminvednasi´-

tNmytasi´-prmivrhasi´-êpa @kxa Aip @kadzxa Évit, 82 

5 16  guëamähätmyäsakti-rüpäsakti-püjäsakti-smaraëäsakti-däsyäsakti-

sakhyäsakti-vätsalyasakti-käntäsakti-ätmanivedanäsakti-tanmayatäsakti-

paramavirahäsakti-rüpä ekadhä api ekädaçadhä bhavati | 82 

 

Although one, it has eleven forms: attaching oneself to the divine 

qualities; attaching to the form; attaching to the rituals of worship; 

attaching to constantly remembering; the attaching a servant has; the 

attaching a friend has; parental attachment; the attachment of a lover; the 

attachment of dedicating one¬s whole self; that attachment of being 

identified with That One; and the supreme attaching oneself to  the love 

that¬s generated in separation. 

 

 

5 17  #Tyev< vdiNt jnjLpinÉRya> @kmt> k…mar-Vyas-zuk-

zai{fLy-ggR-iv:[u-kaEi{fNy-ze;aeXdvaéi[-bil-hnumdœ-ivÉI;[adyae 

É®yacayaR>, 83 

5 17  ityevaà vadanti janajalpanirbhayäù ekamataù kumära-vyäsa-çuka-

çäëòilya-garga-viñëu- kauëòinya-çeñodhdaväruëi-bali-hanumad-

vibhéñaëädayo bhaktyäcäryäù | 83 

 

The teachers of devotion ° Kumara, Vyasa, Shuka, Sandilya, Garga, 

Vishnu, Kaundinya, Shesha, Uddhava, Aruni, Bali, Hanuman, 

Vibhishana, and the rest ° unanimously teach this same sort of thing, 

undeterred by the chatter of the mobs. 
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5 18  y #d< nardàae´< izvanuzasn< ivñisit ïÏte s Éi´man! Évit 

s> àeò< lÉte s> àeò< lÉte, 84 

5 18  ya idaà näradaproktaà çivänuçäsanaà viçvasiti çraddhate sa 

bhaktimän bhavati saù preñöaà labhate saù preñöaà labhate | 84 

 

Someone who believes and has confidence in this auspicious doctrine 

taught by Narada becomes filled with devotion.  Someone like that 

reaches the Most Beloved; he or she reaches the Most Beloved. 

 
 


