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  ­ 
w_bglbf_l_ĩ q_ acb_elgpci_rt_ĩ i_prıi_pk_įmĥ z 
_lw_ęacbglbf_lĕb_elgpglbf_lĕb_nwırc `f_tcr zz / 

 

 

10.1 

If the firewood was the fire 

Doer and deed would be the same; 

If fire was separate from its fuel, 

It could happen without the fuel. 

 

In this chapter, Arya Nagarjuna takes up the example of fire and fuel whi ch others used 

as a metaphor to argue that were things that were both truly or inherently existing and 

also dependently originating.  Even dependent things have self-existence, it was 

claimed.  Fire depends on fuel, but fire and fuel are distinct but also  have their own 

separate exsitences.  Fire is neither identical to nor absolutely different from fuel.  

Similarly, it might be argued, there could be a self that truly exists even while also 

depending on its parts  ɬ a self who is neither identical to nor ËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÓÍɀÚɯ

parts, but nevertheless truly exists.   

 

Arya Nagarjuna will argue that things like fire and fuel can neither be really the same 

as each other nor inherently different from one another ɬ and these are the only two 

alternatives.  

 

In this opening verse, Arya Nagarjuna sets up the dilemma:  If  fire (equated in this 

verse to the actor or agent) and fuel (compared to the action) truly exist, they must be 

essentially the same (ekatva) or essentially different ( anyatva).  If they were the 

essentially the same, fire and fuel as well as actor and action would be identical and, 

therefore, indistinguishable.  If they were essentially different, then one could exist 

without the other: fire could burn without fuel.  
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 Êā  

   ® 
ngrw_np_bėnr_ ct_ qwĕb_np_bėn_l_fcrsi_ĥ z 

nsl_pĕp_k`f_t_gw_prhw_kct_ĩ aĕi_pk_i_ĥ q_rg zz 0 

 

10.2 

It would be pointless to light this fire 

2ÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈɯÊÈÜÚÌȰ 

It would just stay there, always burning, 

 ÕËɯÛÏÌÕɯÐÛɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙɯÉÜÙÕ. 

 

 

2ÖɯÓÌÛɀÚɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÐÙÌɯÈÕËɯÍÜÌÓɯÞÌÙÌɯÌÚÚÌÕÛÐÈÓÓàɯÖÙɯÐÕÏÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛȭɯɯ(ÍɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌȮɯ

ÍÐÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÜÌÓȰɯÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯɁÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚɯÐÕÍÓÈÔÌËɯËÜÌɯÛÖɯ

ÊÈÜÚÌÚȮɂɯÈÕË therefore would already and always be burning.  There would be no point 

ÖÙɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÐÎÕÐÛÌɯÐÛɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÈÕËɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÉÌɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎȮɯÈÕËɯɁÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯËÖɯ

ÕÖÛÏÐÕÎɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÊÖÕÚÜÔÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɯÞÈÚɯÕÖÛɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯ

of or dependeÕÛɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓȭɯɯ%ÐÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈÕɯɁÈÊÛÖÙɂɯÖÙɯɁÈÎÌÕÛɂɯÞÏÐÊÏɯËÐËÕɀÛɯÈÊÛɯÖÙɯËÖɯ

anything ɬ and that would be absurd.  There is no agent without an action, and vice 

versa; they exist only interdependently.  
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    ̄

n_p_rp_ lgp_nciĵ_rtĕb_np_bėn_l_fcrsi_ĥ z 
nsl_pĕp_k`f_t_gw_prfw_ĩ lgrw_bėnr_ĥ np_q_hw_rc zz 1 

 

 

10.3 

2ÐÕÊÌɯÐÛɯËÐËÕɀÛɯËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÌÓÚÌȮ 

It would happen without a cause; 

 ÕËɯÐÍɯÐÛɀÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËà always burning, 

How absurd to try and light it! 

 

 

Being independent of its causes, fire would not need fuel to burn and would burn 

eternally.  And if fire was burning eternally it would be pointless to rekindle it; it 

would need no rekindling, ever.  Fire, of course, does not exist this way.  We never 

perceive fire to exist apart from fuel.  It exists only dependently on fuel.  And it is 

ÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÐÕËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɯɁËÖɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɂɯȹÐȭÌȭȮɯÊÖÕÚÜÔÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÐÛɯ

depends on) and also makes it necessary for it to be reignited when it goes out having 

consumed the fuel.  Fire is not independent of its causes because it is seen to be brought 

into existence the fuel, burn for as long as the fuel lasts, and go out when the fuel is 

consumed.  So fire and fuel cannot be inherently different.  
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    ° 

r_rp_gr_qkĕbgbfw_kĕl_kglbf_l_ĩ `f_t_rėrg acr z 
iclcbfw_rĕkglbf_l_ĩ r_rrĕt_lkĕrp_kgb_ĩ w_bĕ zz 2 

 

 

10.4 

Suppose you were to think to yourself: 

Ɂ6ÏÈÛɀÚɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÌÞÖÖËȭɂ 

If indeed this is simply the case, 

What makes the firewood burn? 

 

 

But if fire is not different from fuel, how can we say that one thing brings about another 

ɬ ÛÏÈÛɯɁÍÐÙÌɯÉÜÙÕÚɯÍÜÌÓɂȳɯɯ,ÈàÉÌɯÍÐÙÌɯÈÕËɯÍÜÌÓɯÈÙÌɯÕÖÛɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌɯÉÜÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌȭɯɯOne might 

argue that it is not the fire but the fuel that burns.  The fire, under this viewpoint, does 

ÐÕËÌÌËɯËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÉÜÛɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÐÛɯÚÐÕÊÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÐÚɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯËÖÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ

burning.  But Arya Nagarjuna here points out that if we say this we are saying t hat the 

fire and fuel are identical and indistinguishable.  And if we say that, then we cannot 

ÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÐÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÜÚÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÌȭɯɯ"ÈÜÚÌɯÈÕËɯÌÍÍÌÊÛȮɯÛÖɯÉÌɯɁÊÈÜÚÌɂɯ

ÈÕËɯɁÌÍÍÌÊÛȮɂɯÔÜÚÛɯÉÌɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÉÓÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌÍÖÙÌɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛȭɯ 
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 ÷   ÷   
÷     ± 

_lwm l_ npĕnqw_rc %npĕnrm l_ bf_iĵw_rw_b_f_l nsl_ĥ z 

l_ lgptĕqw_rw_lgptĕį_ĥ qrfĕqw_rc tĕ qt_jgĭe_tĕl zz 3 

 

 

10.5 

Since they are two separate things, 

TheàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙɯÛÖÜÊÏȰ 

And if there is no contact, 

(ÛɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙɯÉÜÙÕȰ 

If it never burned, 

(ÛɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÌÝÌÙɯËÐÌȰ 

And if it never died, 

It would stay fixed like that forever. 

 

 

And now back to the other side of the problem:   If fire were actually or rea lly different 

than the fuel, how could it interact with it?  Really separate and different things never 

touch (for if they did they would no longer be separate and different).  If fire and fuel 

were truly distinct, how could fire burn fuel?   
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      ² 

_lw_ ctclbf_lĕb_elgpglbf_l_ĩ npĕnlswĕbw_bg z 

qrpė q_ĩnpĕnlmrg nspsĵ_ĩ nspsĵ_ęa_ qrpgw_ĩ w_rfĕ zz 4 

 

 

10.6 

Ɂ'ÖÞɯËÖÌÚɯÈɯÞÖÔÈÕɯÛÖÜÊÏɯÈɯÔan, 

Or a man ever touch a woman? 

(ÛɀÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÍÐÙÌɯÐÚɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÍÜÌÓ 

3ÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÊÈÕɯÔÈÒÌɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛȭɂ 

 

 

!ÜÛȮɯÖÕÌɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÖÉÑÌÊÛȮɯËÖÕɀÛɯÔÌÕɯÈÕËɯÞÖÔÌÕɯɬ two different things ɬ unite and become 

ÖÕÌɯÐÕɯÚÌßÜÈÓɯÐÕÛÌÙÊÖÜÙÚÌȳɯɯ2ÖɯÞÏàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÍÜÌÓɯÈÕËɯÍÐÙÌɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙÓy be both different and 

come together? 
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    ³ 

_lw_ ctclbf_lĕb_elgpglbf_l_ĩ iĕk_kĕnlswĕr z 

ĕelėlbf_lc w_bg qwĕrĕk_lwmlwcl_ rgp_qiırc zz 5 

 

10.7 

Consider the two of fire and fuel: 

If each is defined by the other, 

Then even the fact that fire is 

Something different than its fuel 

Depends on the assertion that 

It interacts with the fuel. 

 

 

Arya Nagarjuna answers the objection by saying that different things like fire and fuel 

might interact with each other, like men and wo men do, but only if they were truly 

differentȮɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÚȮɯÖÕÓàɯÐÍɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÔÜÛÜÈÓÓàɯËÐÚÛÐÕÊÛȭɯɯ%ÖÙɯÈÕɯɁÐÕÛÌÙÈÊÛÐÖÕɂɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯ

there be two discrete things that come together.  But since fire and fuel cannot exist 

apart from each other (as we have seen already), they are not truly different and 

distinct. . . and therefore cannot interact!  
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   ́

w_bėlbf_l_k_nciĵwĕelgp_nciĵwĕelgĩ w_bėlbf_l_ĩ z 
i_r_p_rnĝpt_lgĵn_ll_ĩ w_b_nciĵwĕelgpglbf_l_ĩ zz 6 

 

 

10. 8 

So fire is something dependent on fuel, 

And fuel is that which depends on fire; 

If fire and fuel depend on each other, 

Which one of them came first? 

 

 

Here we begin an analysis of how the interdependence between fire and fuel ɬ if that 

interdependence is conceived of as existing in any other way than as a mere appearance 

ɬ is also impossible.  For if fire depends on fuel for its existence, then the fuel must exist 

before the fire.  Fuel also depends on fire for its existence --  wood, for example, is not 

ɁÍÜÌÓɂɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÈÚɯÈɯÍÐÙÌȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÑÜÚÛɯɁÞÖÖËɂɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌÕȭɯɯ2ÖɯÍÜÌÓɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯ

fire and more than fire can exist before fuel.   
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     µ 

w_bėlbf_l_k_nciĵwĕelgp_elcĥ qgbbf_qw_ qĕbf_l_ĩ z 

ct_ĩ q_rėlbf_l_ĩ aĕng `f_tgĵw_rg lgp_elgi_ĩ zz 7 

 

 

10.9 

If fire were something dependent on fuel, 

It would have to be there alongside the fire 

 ÕËȮɯàÖÜɀËɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÉÌÐÕÎɯÉÜÙÕÌË 

Before there was ever a fire. 

 

 

(ÍɯÞÌɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÍÐÙÌɯËÌ×ÌÕËÚɯÖÕɯÍÜÌÓȮɂɯÞÌɯÈÙÌɯ×ÙÌÚÜ××ÖÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯ

ȹɁÍÐÙÌɂȺɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌËÓàɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯÜÕÛÐÓɯÛÏÌɯÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÛɯËÌ×ÌÕËÚɯÖÕɯȹɁÍÜÌÓɂȺ is present.  

But if there were no pre-ÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÍÐÙÌȮɯÞÏÈÛȮɯÌßÈÊÛÓàȮɯÞÖÜÓËɯɁËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕɯÍÜÌÓȳɂɯɯ ÕËɯÐÍɯÛÏÌɯ

fire existed before the fuel, in what sense would it need fuel to bring it into existence?  It 

would already exist.  And if fire existed before fuel, t hey would be separable and 

ËÐÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÈÕËɯÞÌɯÊÖÜÓËȮɯÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓàȮɯÏÈÝÌɯɁÍÜÌÓɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÐÚÛÌËɯÈ×ÈÙÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯÍÐÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÞÏÐÊÏɯ

ÐÛɯÐÚɯɁÍÜÌÓȭɂ 
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   Ą  ý  ­¬ 

wm %nciĵw_ qgbfw_rc `fĕt_qr_kctĕnciĵw_ qgbfw_rg z 
w_bg wm %nciĵgr_tw_ĥ q_ qgbfw_rĕĩ i_k_nciĵw_ i_ĥ zz /. 

 

 

10.10 

If any dependent thing 

Needed the depender to be there 

In order for it to depend on it, 

But the depender also needed it, 

What could ever depend on what? 

 

 

Maybe fire and fuel, while being dependent on one another, come into existence 

simultaneously.  But in that case, we could not say that one depends on the other or 

ÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛȭɯɯ%ÖÙɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÍÐÙÌɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàɯÖÕɯÍÜÌÓȮɂɯÛÏÌɯ

very existence of fire is presupposed (as we have seen above).  And if fire already exists 

ÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÍÜÌÓɯÐÛɯÚÜ××ÖÚÌËÓàɯËÌ×ÌÕËÚɯÖÕȮɯÖÕɯÞÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚɯÐÛɯËÌ×ÌÕËȳɯɯ ÕËɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÍÜÌÓɯ

ËÌ×ÌÕËÚɯÖÕɯÍÐÙÌɂɯÚÐÔÐÓÈÙÓàɯÈÚÚÜÔÌÚɯÛÏÌɯÌßÐÚÛÌÕÊÌɯÖÍɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÊÈÓÓÌËɯɁÍÜÌÓɂɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÛÏÌɯ

fire it supposedly depends on for its existence.   
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  ÷  ­­ 

wm %nciĵw_ qgbfw_rc `fĕt_ĥ qm %qgbbfm önciĵ_rc i_rf_ĩ z 
_rfĕnw_nciĵ_rc qgbbf_qrt_nciĵĕqw_ l_ wshw_rc zz // 

 

 

10.11 

Say a thing occurs in dependenceɭ 

If that thing is absent, how does it depend? 

But if you say it already exists, 

(ÛɯÞÖÜÓËÕɀÛɯÕÌÌËɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÖɯËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕȭ 

 

 

If a thing that exists d ependently is already an existing thing, then how can it exist 

ËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàȳɯɯ ÕËɯÐÍɯÈɯÛÏÐÕÎɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯàÌÛɯÌßÐÚÛȮɯÏÖÞɯÊÈÕɯÐÛɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯɁÌßÐÚÛɯ

ËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàȭɂɯɯ%ÐÙÌɯÈÕËɯÍÜÌÓɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯÐÕÛÌÙËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàɯÜÕËÌÙɯÖÜÙɯÜÚÜÈÓɯ

understanding of what it means to sa y that things exist interdependently.  The inherent 

existence of dependent origination is impossible.  Dependent origination itself only 

ÌßÐÚÛÚɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàȮɯÈÚɯÈɯÔÌÙÌɯÈ××ÌÈÙÈÕÊÌɯÈÕËɯÕÖÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕÐÕÎɯɁÖÜÛɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɂɯ

ɁÐÕËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàȮɂɯÖÙɯɁÚÌÓÍ-ÌßÐÚÛÌÕÛÓàȭɂ 
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 ÷  ­® 

_nciĵwclbf_l_k_elgpl_ lĕl_nciĵwĕelgpglbf_l_ĩ z 

_nciĵwclbf_l_k_elgĩ l_ lĕl_nciĵwĕelgkglbf_l_ĩ zz /0 

 

 

10.12 

(ÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÐÙe depends upon fuel; 

But equally impossible 

Is that fire does not depend on fuel. 

(ÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÜÌÓɯËÌ×ÌÕËÚɯÜ×ÖÕɯÍÐÙÌȰ 

But equally impossible 

Is that fuel does not depend on fire. 

 

 

3ÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯÍÐÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàɯÖÕɯÍÜÌÓȭɯɯ ÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÐs no existing fire that 

could possibly exist independent of fuel.  There is no existing fuel that needs to depend 

ÖÕɯÍÐÙÌɯȹÐÛɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÌßÐÚÛÚȺȮɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌɀÚɯÕÖɯÚÌÕÚÌɯÊÈÓÓÐÕÎɯÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯɁÍÜÌÓɂɯÐÍɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯ

burn!  
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   ­̄ 

ĕe_aa_rw_lw_rm lĕelgpglbf_lc %elgpl_ tgbw_rc z 
_rpclbf_lc ęcĵ_ksir_k e_kw_kĕl_e_rĕe_r_gĥ zz /1 

 

 

10.13 

%ÐÙÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕàɯÖÛÏÌÙȮ 

And fuel does not have any fire. 

The rest about fuel is just the same 

As what we talked about before 

With going or not going by walking. 

 

 

Fire is not somehow in its fuel, for if it were it would be identical to it and 

ÐÕËÐÚÛÐÕÎÜÐÚÏÈÉÓÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÐÛȭɯɯɯ!ÜÛɯÍÐÙÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÌÓÚÌɯÉesides fuel either ɬ 

ÍÐÙÌɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÈÙÐÚÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÞÈÛÌÙȮɯÖÙɯÒÐÛÊÏÌÕɯÚÐÕÒÚȮɯÖÙɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÏÐÕÒÐÕÎȭɯɯ ÙàÈɯ-ÈÎÈÙÑÜÕÈɯÙÌÍÌÙÚɯ

here also to his analysis in the second chapter of this work on the emptiness of the 

ɁÎÖÐÕÎȮɂɯɁÎÖÕÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯɁÕÖÛɯàÌÛɯÎÖÕÌɂɯ-- what has burned ȹǻɯɁÛÏÌɯÎÖÕÌɂȺɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎȮɯ

ÍÖÙɯÐÛɀÚɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯɁÉÜÙÕÌËɂȰɯÈÕËɯÞÏÈÛɯhas not yet burned ȹǻɯɁÕÖÛɯàÌÛɯÎÖÕÌɂȺɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÉÌɯ

ÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÌÐÛÏÌÙȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯàÌÛȭɯɯ ÕËɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÞÏÈÛɯis 

burning ȹǻɯɁÎÖÐÕÎɂȺȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÍɯÐÛɯÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯÈÚɯɁÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎȮɂɯÐÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯ

ÉÌɯÙÌËÜÕËÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÚÈàȮɯɁ2ÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÐÚɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎɯÐÚɯÉÜÙÕÐÕÎȭɂ 
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glbf_l_ĩ nsl_p_elgpl_ lĕelgp_lw_rp_ aclbf_lĕr z 
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10.14 

The fuel itself is not the fire 

!ÜÛɯÍÐÙÌɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÊÖÔÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÈÕàÛhing else 

The fire does not have any fuel 

!ÜÛɯÐÍɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÍÜÌÓȮɯÐÛɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÌßÐÚÛȭ 

 

 

 ÙàÈɯ-ÈÎÈÙÑÜÕÈɯÏÌÙÌɯÚÜÔÚɯÜ×ɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯÎÖÕÌɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÉàɯÙÌÝÐÌÞÐÕÎɯÍÐÝÌɯÞÈàÚɯ×ÖÚÚÐÉÐÓÐÛÐÌÚɯ

on how fire and fuel could relate to one another. . . and negating them all.  Fuel is not 

fire, for if it were they would be the same and not different.  Similarly, a actor is not the 

same as the action the actor performs.  But fire and fuel are not inherently different 

either, for if they were one could exist without the other.  And the  last three 

possibilities all assume that fire and fuel are inherently separate things such that one 

could possess the other or that one could be in the other.   
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_elėlbf_lĕ`fwĕĩ twĕifwĕr_ ĕrkmnĕbĕl_wmĥ ip_k_ĥ z 
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10.15 

This fire and fuel explain it all: 

The self, and every stage of life; 

Vases, and cloth, and everything else 

That goes along with them. 

 

 

Arya Nagarjuna here extends the implications of the discussion of fire and fuel to the 

self and its parts ( the body and mind):  There is no self which is same as its parts (for 

that would mean there would be as many selves as there are parts; or that multiple 

parts could somehow be one);  nor is there a self that could exist apart from its parts 

ȹÍÖÙɯÐÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÙÜÌȮɯÖÕÌɀÚɯÚÌÓÍɯÊÖÜÓËɯÌßÐÚÛɯÚÖÔÌÞÏÌÙÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÛÏÈÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯÖÕÌɀÚɯÔÐÕËɯÈÕËɯ

ÉÖËàɯÞÌÙÌȺȭɯɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖɯÚÌÓÍɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÏÈÚɂɯÖÙɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÌÚɯ×Èrts, for that would be a self 

ÚÌ×ÈÙÈÉÓÌɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÐÛɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÌÚȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÚÌÓÍɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÚÖÔÌÞÏÌÙÌɯɁÐÕɂɯÖÙɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛɯÖÕɯ

ÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚȮɯÌÐÛÏÌÙɯÙÌÎÈÙËÌËɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌÓàɯȹÛÏÌɯÚÌÓÍɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯɁÐÕɂɯÛÏÌɯÓÌÎÚɯÖÙɯÔÌÔÖÙÐÌÚȺɯÖÙɯ

together (when you put together all the parts, none of  which are the self, a self does not 

ÔÈÎÐÊÈÓÓàɯÈÙÐÚÌȺȭɯɯ-ÖÙɯËÖɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÌßÐÚÛɯɁÐÕɂɯÖÙɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàɯÖÕɯÈɯÚÌÓÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯ×ÙÐÖÙɯ

to and independent of them.  The self exists dependently on its parts, and vice versa, but 

only apparently and not really.  And t his is the case with all objects that seemingly 

ÌßÐÚÛɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÛÓàɯÖÕɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÙɯÈÛÛÙÐÉÜÛÌÚɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯȹɁ×ÖÛÚɯÈÕËɯÊÓÖÛÏÚɂɯÈÕËɯÚÜÊÏȺȭ 
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10.16 

So never think that anyone 

Who tells you things or people 

Are either separate, or together 

Could understand what they are saying. 

 

 

The Buddha did not teach that either the self or phenomena exist as either essentially 

the same as one another or as essentially different from one another.  Identity and 

difference, when understood in any other way than only apparently, are impossible.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Meditation for Chapter Ten: 

Am I the Same as or Different Than My Parts? 

 
Sit down, relax, let everything go and pull your mind into the present moment.  Focus on your 

breath.  Concentrate one-pointedly. 

 

Now get in touch with the strong feeling of ÈɯÚÌÓÍȮɯÈɯɁÔÌȮɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÐÚÛÚɯÛÙÜÓàȮɯÙÌÈÓÓàȮɯÖÙɯobjectively.  

Get that feeling of the self as some tangible, palpable, perceptible, solidly existing entity. 

 

3ÏÐÕÒȮɯÐÍɯÛÏÐÚɯɁÔÌɂɯÛÙÜÓàɯÌßÐÚÛÚȮɯÐÛɯÔÜÚÛɯÌßÐÚÛɯas identical to its parts ; separate from them ; 

sÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÏÈÚɂɯÖÙɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÌÚɯÐÛÚɯ×ÈÙÛÚ; something that is dependent on the parts , or 

something the parts depend on .   

 

Am I identical to or one with my parts?   Am I the same as each of my parts, my body (and each 

of its parts ɬ my head, torso, arms, legs, etc.) and my mind (and each of its parts ɬ my feelings, 

ÈÉÐÓÐÛàɯÛÖɯËÐÚÊÙÐÔÐÕÈÛÌȮɯÊÖÕÚÊÐÖÜÚÕÌÚÚȮɯÌÛÊȭȺȳɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯ(ɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÖɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚȮɯÐÚɯÐÛɯɁÔÌɂɯ(ɯ

ÈÔɯ×ÖÐÕÛÐÕÎɯÛÖȯɯɁ(ɯÈÔɯÔàɯÌÓÉÖÞȮɂɯɁ(ɯÈÔɯÔàɯÍÌÌÓÐÕÎɯÈÛɯÛÏÐÚɯÔÖÔÌÕÛɂȳɯɯ-ÖȮɯÍÖÙɯÐÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÚÖɯ

then ÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÈÚɯÔÈÕàɯɁÔÌɀÚɂɯÈÚɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÙÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÈÙÌɯÔÌȭɯɯ.ÙɯÈÓÛÌÙÕÈÛÐÝÌÓàɯÈÕËɯ

ÐÔ×ÖÚÚÐÉÓàȮɯÚÖÔÌÏÖÞɯÑÜÚÛɯÈÚɯɁ(ɂɯÈÔɯÖÕÌɯÚÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÓÛÐ×ÓÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯɁÔÌɂɯÉÌɯÖÕÌȭɯ 

 

(Íɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖÛɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÈÚɯÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚȮɯÔÈàÉÌɯ(ɯÈÔɯsomething other than my parts.   Could there be a 

ɁÔÌɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÌßÐÚÛÌËɯÈ×ÈÙÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÖÍɯÔÌɯɬ the body and mind?  If this were possible, if you 

ÛÖÖÒɯÈÞÈàɯÈÓÓɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚȮɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÕɯÐÕÏÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯɁÔÌɂɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯ

ÍÐÕËɯÈÕËɯ×ÖÐÕÛɯÛÖȭɯ8ÖÜɯÊÖÜÓËɯÓÖÊÈÛÌɯÛÏÐÚɯɁÔÌɂɯÏÌÙÌȮɯand then over there you could point to 

ÚÖÔÌÛÏÐÕÎɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕËɯÈÕËɯÉÖËàɯÖÍɯɁÔÌȭɂ 

  

Is there is a me who possesses my parts?   A ɁÔÌɂɯÞÏÖɯ×ÖÚÚÌÚÚÌËɯÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯÕÖÛɯÛÙÜÓàɯÌßÐÚÛɯ

as either the same as or different from the parts I supposedly possess, as we have already 

ÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËȭɯɯ2ÖɯÈÓÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÚÌÌÔÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÈɯÛÙÜÓàɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯɁ(ɂɯÞÏÖɯɁhasɂ ×ÈÙÛÚȮɯÛÏÈÛɯɁ(ɂɯÊÈÕÕÖÛɯ

be found (either as one with the parts it supposedly has, or as different from those parts).  This 

room Ɂhasɂ four walls, but where is the room that has four walls? 

 

Perhaps I am something that depends on my parts ȭɯɯ+ÐÒÌɯàÖÎÜÙÛɯÐÕɯÈɯÉÖÞÓȮɯ×ÌÙÏÈ×ÚɯÛÏÐÚɯɁÔÌɂɯ

ÌßÐÚÛÚɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÞÏÐÊÏɯÏÖÓËɯɁÔÌɂɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȭɯɯ!ÜÛɯÐÍɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÙÌɯÛÏÌɯÊÈÚÌȮɯÛÏÌÕɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯ

ÈɯɁÔÌɂɯȹɁàÖÎÜÙÛɂȺɯËÐÚÛÐÕÊÛɯÍÙÖÔɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯËÌ×ÌÕËɯÖÕɯȹɁÛÏÌɯÉÖÞÓɂȺȮɯÍÙÖÔɯÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚȭɯɯ ɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯ

ÖÍɯËÌ×ÌÕËÌÕÊÌɯÐÔ×ÓÐÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÛÞÖɯÛÏÐÕÎÚɯȹɁÔÌɂɯÈÕËɯɁÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚɂȺɯÈÙÌɯÚÌ×ÈÙÈÛÌȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÝÌɯ

ÈÓÙÌÈËàɯÌÚÛÈÉÓÐÚÏÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÈÕɯÐÕÏÌÙÌÕÛÓàɯÌßÐÚÛÐÕÎɯɁÔÌɂɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÛÙÜÓàɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÛÏÈÕɯÐÛÚɯ×ÈÙÛÚɯÊÖÜÓËɯ

not exist. 

 

But neither could my parts be dependent on meȮɯÓÐÒÌɯÈɯÍÖÙÌÚÛɯȹɁÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚɂȺɯÊÖÝÌÙÌËɯÐÕɯÚÕÖÞɯ

ȹɁÔÌɂȺȮɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÔÌɯÙÌÈÚÖÕɯÈÚɯÈÉÖÝÌɯɬ  ÍÖÙɯÛÏÌÕɯɁÔÌɂɯÈÕËɯɁÔàɯ×ÈÙÛÚɂɯÞÖÜÓËɯÈÎÈÐÕɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

self-ÌßÐÚÛÌÕÛÓàɯËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÌÕÛÐÛÐÌÚȮɯÈÕËɯÞÌɀÝÌɯÚÌÌÕɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌàɯÊÖÜÓËÕɀÛ be. 

 

Try to get a sense that the self you are trying to find simply cannot be there and hold your mind 

on the absence.  When you lose the sense of the emptiness of the self, review the steps above 

again. 

 

 


