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MEDITATIONS ON EMPTINESS 

 

 

CLASS ONE:  THE TWO REALITIES 

 

 

From the Ninth Chapter of Master Shantideva’s GUIDE TO THE BODHISATTVA’S 

WAY OF LIFE: 

 

 
 

imaà parikaraà sarvaà prajïärthaà hi munirjagau 

tasmädutpädayetprajïäà duùkhanivåtttikäìkñayä (1) 

 

The Sage has taught this whole set of teachings in order to prepare us for 

wisdom.  So with a strong desire to end suffering, one should cultivate 

wisdom. 

 

 

 
 

saàvåtiù paramärthaçca satyadvayamidaà matam 

buddhergocarastattvaà buddhiù saàvåtirucyate (2) 

 

Truth is considered to be of two kinds – deceptive and ultimate.  Ultimate 

reality is inaccessible to the intellect, for the intellect is said to be deceptive. 

 
 
 
 



   DIAMOND MOUNTAIN UNIVERSITY 

 2 

 
 

tatra loko dvidhä driñöo yogé präkåtakastathä 

tatra präkåtako loko yogilokena bädhyate (3) 

 

Because of this, the world is seen to be in two camps: the deep practitioners 

and the undeveloped.  And the perspective of the undeveloped is invalidated 

by that of the deep practitioner. 

 

 
 

bädhyante dhéviçeñeëa yogino'pyuttarottarauù 

dåñöäntenobhayeñöena käryärthamvicärataù (4) 

 

Even among the deep practitioners there is a differentiation according to 

levels of wisdom.  Regardless of what they are trying to prove, both parties 

agree on the examples used. 

 

 
 

lokena bhävä dåçyante kalpyante cäpi tattvataù 

na tu mäyävadityatra vivädo yogilokayoù (5) 

 

The worldly ones see and conceptualize things as if they were real and not 

illusory, and herein lies the point of disputation between the deep 

practitioners and the undeveloped. 
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pratyakñamapi rüpädi prasiddhyä na pramäëataù 

açucyädiñu çucyädiprasiddhiritva sä måñä (6) 
 

Things like physical form, even though perceived with the senses, are 

established through consensus and not by means of valid perception.  Like 

the consensus that says things are pure when they are impure, it is false. 


