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CLASS SIX: SEEING BEYOND MERE APPEARANCES: GAINING A
GLIMPSE A THE TEACHER’S TRUE NATURE (BhG 11.1-25; 36-55)

<
S Sa |
arjuna uvaca

HEIIE™ TH JETATcHE R, |

N N NN e N
Jeddxh TAEAA HEISY [ Tdl J#H I

madanugrahaya paramarh guhyamadhyatmasafijfiitam |

yattvayoktarh vacastena moho'yarm vigato mama ||

Arjuna said: As an act of grace towards me You have told me about what is
known as the highest secret, the innermost essence of things. Because of
this my delusion has been cleared up. (11.1)
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bhavapyayau hi bhiitanarm $rutau vistaraso maya |
tvattah kamalapatrakéa mahatmyamapi cavyayam ||

| have heard extensively from You about the beginnings and ends of all
living beings, and also about Your imperishable majesty, Krishna. (11.2)
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evametadyathattha tvamatmanam paramesvaral
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drastumicchami te ripamaiévaram purusottamal |

| want to see Your sovereign form, Supreme Lord, as you have described it
Yourself, Supreme Among Men. (11.3)
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manyase yadi tacchakyarh maya drastumiti prabhol
yoge$vara tato me tvarh darS§yatmanamavyayam| |

If you think I’m ready to see it, my Master, reveal to me your imperishable
essence, Lord of Yoga. (11.4)
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pasya me partha rtipani $ataso'tha sahasrasah |

nanavidhani divyani nanavarnakrtini ca ||

Lord Krishna said: Look, Arjuna, at my countless forms — variegated,
divine, in various colors and shapes. (11.5)
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pasyadityanvastinrudranasvinau marutastatha |
bahtinyadrstaptirvani pasyascaryani bharata ||

Look at (the various classes of gods): the Adityas, the Vasus, the Rudras, the

two Ashvins, and the Maruts. Look, Arjuna, at the many previously unseen
wonders! (11.6)
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ihaikasthar jagatkrtsnam pasyadya sacaracaram |
mama dehe gudakesa yaccanyad drastumicchasi ||

Look at the whole universe concentrated in one place, in My body, and
whatever else you want see, Arjuna! (11.7)

A g Al TG SgHAT SR |
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na tu mar $akyase drastumanenaiva svacaksusa |
divyarh dadami te cakéuh pasya me yogamais$varam ||

But you can’t see Me with your own eyes. [ will give you divine eyes.

Behold My majestic yoga! (11.8)
SERECIE]
safijaya uvaca |
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evamuktva tato ragjanmahayogesvaro harih |
dar§ayamasa parthaya paramarh riipamaisvaram ||

Sanjaya said: Having spoken thus, o king, the great Lord of Yoga, Hari,
showed Arjuna his highest, majestic form. (11.9)
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anekavaktranayanamanekadbhutadar§anam |
anekadivyabharanam divyanekodyatayudham ||

It was a manifold, miraculous vision, with many mouths and eyes, many
divine ornaments, many raised weapons. (11.10)
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divyamalyambaradharar divyagandhanulepanam |
sarvascaryamayam devamanantar visvatomukham ||

Wearing divine garlands and clothing, annointed with divine scents and
ointment, the infinite God, containing within Himself all marvels and facing
in all directions. (11.11)
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divi stiryasahasrasya bhavedyugapadutthita |
yadi bhah sadréi sa syadbhasastasya mahatmanah |1

If there were the light of a thousand suns rising in the sky simultaneously, it
would be like the brilliance of this Great Souled One. (11.12)
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tatraikastharh jagatkrtsnam pravibhaktamanekadha |
apasyaddevadevasya Sarire pandavastada ||

Arjuna saw there the whole universe, in all its may divisions, concentrated in
one place, in the body of the Lord of Lords. (11.13)
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tatah sa vismayavisto hrstaroma dhanafijjayah |
pranamya Sirasa devarh krtafjalirabhasata ||

Then Arjuna, filled with amazement and with hair standing on end, bowed
his head to the god and with his hands joined reverentially he spoke. (11.14)
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pasyami devarmstava deva dehe sarvamstatha bhatavisesasanghan |
brahmanamisam kamalasanastham rsimséca sarvanuragarsca divyan ||

Arjuna said: | see all the gods in Your body, Divine One, and also the

assembly of all sorts of living beings. | see Lord Brahma sitting on his lotus
throne, and all the seers and divine serpents. (11.15)
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anekabahtidaravaktranetrarh pasyami tvam sarvatonantartipami|

nantarh na madhyarm na punastavadim pasyami vi§vesvara visvartpal |

| see Your unlimited form everywhere — many arms, bellies, mouths, and
eyes. You can take all forms; | see no beginning, middle or end to You,
Lord of All! (11.16)
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kiritinarh gadinarh cakrinarh ca tejorasim sarvato diptimantam |

pasyami tvarh durnirik§yarh samantad diptanalarkadyutimaprameyam ||

| see You — crowned, carrying a mace and discus, a mass of radiant energy
shining in every direction. You are hard to look at because of the
immeasurable brilliance of the light of the fire and sun. (11.17)
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tvamaksaram paramarm veditavyam tvamasya vi§vasya param nidhanam |
tvamavyayah sasvatadharmagopta sanatanastvam puruso mato me ||

| think You are the eternal and highest of all knowable things, the most

precious of all treasures! You are the imperishable, the protector of the
eternal law, the Primordial Being. (11.18)
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anadimadhyantamanantaviryam anantabahurh $asistiryanetram |

pasyami tvarh diptahutasavaktram svatejasa visvamidarh tapantam ||

| see You — without beginning, middle, or end, infinite power, with countless
arms, the moon and sun for eyes, the blazing fire of Your mouth consuming
this whole universe with fiery energy! (11.19)
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dyavaprthivyoridamantarar hi vyaptar tvayaikena di$asca sarvah |

drstvadbhutam rtpamugram tavedarm lokatrayar pravyathitarh mahatman |1

You alone pervade everything between heaven and earth and in all the
directions! Seeing this wondrous, awesome form of Yours, the three worlds
tremble, Great Souled One! (11.20)
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svastityuktva maharsisiddhasanghah stuvanti tvam stutibhih puskalabhih ||

Hordes of gods enter You, some of them worshipping You with reverent
gestures out of fear. Crying out, “All hail!,” the throngs of great seers and
accomplished ones acclaim You with resounding praises. (11.21)
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rudraditya vasavo ye ca sadhya vis§ve§vinau marutascosmapasca |
gandharvayaksasurasiddhasangha viksante tvam vismitascaiva sarve ||

The Rudras, Adityas, Vasus, Sadhyas, Vishva Devas, two Ashvins, Maruts,
ghosts, spirits, demons, and accomplished ones all behold You, totally
astonished. (11.22)
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rtpam mahatte bahuvaktranetrarh mahabaho bahubahtirupadam |
bahtidararh bahudarstrakaralarm drstva lokah pravyathitastathaham ||

Seeing Your great form, with many mouths, eyes, arms, thighs, feet, bellies,
and terrible fangs, o Great Armed One, the worlds tremble — and so do 1!
(11.23)
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nabhahsprsam diptamanekavarnam vyattananar diptavisalanetram |
drstva hi tvam pravyathitantaratma dhrtirh na vindami S$amarh ca visno ||

Vishnu, seeing You touch the sky with rays of multicolored light, Your

mouth agape and Your huge eyes blazing, | am terrified from head to toe! |
have neither courage nor tranquility! (11.24)
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damstrakaralani ca te mukhani drstvaiva kalanalasannibhani |
di$o na jane na labhe ca $arma prasida devesa jagannivasa ||

Seeing the terrible fanged mouths, like the doomsday fire at the end of time,

I don’t know which way is up! I find no comfort! Have mercy, Lord of the
Gods, Resting Place of the Universe! (11.25)
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sthane hrsikeéa tava prakirtya jagatprahrsyatyanurajyate ca |
raksarmsi bhitani dio dravanti sarve namasyanti ca siddhasanghah |1

Krishna, the whole universe rightly rejoices and delights, praising You. The

terrified demons flee in all directions. The assembly of accomplished ones
all bow reverentially. (11.36)
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kasmacca te na nameranmahatman gariyase brahmano'pyadikartre |
ananta devesa jagannivasa tvamak$ararm sadasattatparam yat ||

And why shouldn’t they bow to You, Great Souled One, the orginal creator

who is greater than Brahma? Infinite Lord of the Gods, Resting Place of the

Universe, You are eternal, that which exists and does not exist and which is
beyond both. (11.37)
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tvamadidevah purusah puranah tvamasya vi§vasya pararm nidhanam |
vettasi vedyam ca pararh ca dhama tvaya tatarh viSvamanantartipa ||

You are the source of all the gods, the Primeval Being. You are the most

precious treasure of this whole universe, the knower, known, and the state

beyond. This whole universe is pervaded by You, o Infinite Formed One.
(11.38)
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vayuryamo'gnirvarunah $asankah prajapatistvarh prapitamahasca |
namo namaste'stu sahasrakrtvah punasca bhtiyo'pi namo namaste ||

You are Vayu, Yama, Agni, Varuna, the moon, the Lord of Creatures, the
Great Ancestor. | bow down to You a thousand times, over and over.
(11.39)
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namah purastadatha prsthataste namo'stu te sarvata eva sarva |
anantaviryamitavikramastvam sarvarh samapnosi tato'si sarvah ||

| bow to You in the front, back, and everywhere, You who are All! You

have infinite strength and immeasurable power. You pervade everything, so
You are everything. (11.40)
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sakheti matva prasabharmh yaduktarh he krsna he yadava he sakhetil

ajanata mahimanam tavedarnh maya pramadatpranayena vapil|

Thinking You were just my pal, I boldly said, “Yo, Krishna! Hey cousin!
Hey friend!” Because of carelessness and blind infatuation | was ignorant of
Your greatness. (11.41)

TR SRl RErREaE sy |
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yaccavahasarthamasatkrto'si viharasayyasanabhojanesul

eko'thavapyacyuta tatsamaksam tatksamaye tvamahamaprameyam| |

If in jest | offended You when we were eating, sitting, resting, or playing,
whether we were alone or in the sight of others, | ask You to forgive me,
unfathomable Krishna. (11.42)
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na tvatsamo'styabhyadhikah kuto'nyo lokatraye'pyapratimaprabhaval

You are the father of the world, of all things animate and inanimate, the
most weighty of all gurus, worthy of honor by all. There is nothing that
equals You. Where in all three worlds is there another that surpasses Your
immeasurable power? (11.43)
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tasmatpranamya pranidhaya kayam prasadaye tvamahamisamidyam|
piteva putrasya sakheva sakhyuh priyah priyayarhasi deva sodhum!|

| prostrate to You; | lay down my body before You, my Lord, and ask You
to be gracious. As a father with his son, as friend with a friend, as a lover to
a beloved, bear with me, my Angel. (11.44)
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adrstaptirvarh hrsito'smi drstva bhayena ca pravyathitarh mano me |
tadeva me darsaya deva ripam prasida deves$a jagannivasa ||

Seeing what has never been seen before, | am thrilled yet my mind trembles
with fear. Show me that previous form, Divine One! Have mercy, Lord of
the Gods, Resting Place of the Universe! (11.45)
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kiritinarh gadinarh cakrahastam icchami tvam drastumaharh tathaiva |
tenaiva rtipena caturbhujena sahasrabaho bhava visvamiirte ||

| want to see You as You appeared before, wearing a crown and carrying a

mace and discus. Become that four-armed form, o Thousand Armed One
who can take any form! (11.46)
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maya prasannena tavarjunedam rtipam param darsitamatmayogat |

tejomayarh viSvamanantamadyarh yanme tvadanyena na drstaptrvam ||

Lord Krishna said: As a favor to you, Arjuna, this supreme form --
composed of fiery energy, total, infinite, primordial, and never before seen —
has been revealed to you by means of my own yogic power. (11.47)
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na veda yajiiddhyayanairna danaih na ca kriyabhirna tapobhirugraih |

evarhriipah $akya aharh nrloke drasturh tvadanyena kurupravira || 11-48 ||

It is not by the study of the Veda, offering sacrifices, giving gifts, doing
rituals, or performing severe austerities that | can be seen by anyone other
than you, Arjuna, in such a form here in the world of men. (11.48)
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ma te vyatha ma ca vimtdhabhavo drstva ripam ghoramidrnmamedam |
vyapetabhih pritamanah punastvam tadeva me riipamidam prapasya ||

Do not tremble or be bewildered upon seeing my terrible form. Be again

free from fear, with your mind filled with love! Look at this, my previous
form! (11.49)
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ityarjunam vasudevastathoktva svakam rtiparmh daréayamasa bhtiyah |
asvasayamasa ca bhitamenarh bhiitva punah saumyavapurmahatma ||

Sanjaya said: Krishna, having spoken in this way to Arjuna, displayed his
own form again. Having resumed his gentle demeanor, the Great Souled
One assuaged Arjuna’s fear. (11.50)

3G ST |
arjuna uvaca |
\\ , i €9 99 N o |

o . =\ [aX)
TEFMHRY dg<: G9dT: JHid Ta:
drstvedarh manusar rtparh tava saumyarm janardana |
idanimasmi sarhvrttah sacetah prakrtirh gatah ||

Arjuna said: Seeing Your gentle human form, Krishna, | now recover
myself and my mind is returned to its normal state. (11.51)
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sudurdaréamidarm riparh drstvanasi yanmama |

deva apyasya riipasya nityarh dar$anakanksinah ||

Lord Krishna said: This form of Mine that you have seen is very rarely
revealed. Even the gods are constantly longing for a glimpse of this form.
(11.52)
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naharh vedairna tapasa na danena na cejyaya |

Sakya evamvidho drasturh drstavanasi mam yatha ||

It’s not through the study of the Vedas, nor through austerities, the giving of
gifts, or the offering of sacrifices that makes it possible to see Me in the
form that you have seen. (11.53)
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jiaturh drastur ca tatvena pravesturn ca parantapa ||

It is only through single-minded devotion that | can be seen in such a form,
Arjuna, and be truly known, truly seen, and truly entered into. (11.54)
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matkarmakrnmatparamo madbhaktah sangavarjitah |

nirvairah sarvabhiitesu yah sa mameti pandava ||

He who performs all his acts for Me, who regards Me as the most important
thing, who is devoted to Me, relinquishing all attachments and free from
enmity toward any being — that one reaches Me, Arjuna! (11.55)
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