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THE YOGA OF DEVOTION

HOMEWORK FOR CLASS SIX

1. Arjuna says at the beginning of Chapter 11 that Krishna has previously taught
him the “highest secret.” What is this “highest secret” and what relevance might
it have here at the beginning of the chapter where Krishna reveals his “true form”
to Arjuna?

2. What request does Arjuna make of Krishna at the beginning of this chapter?
Speculate a bit as to why he would make such a request.

3. Lord Krishna tells Arjuna that he won’t be able to see “the whole universe
concentrated in one place, in My body,” with his own ordinary eyes, so Krishna
endows Arjuna with “divine eyes.” Discuss the meaning of this in terms of the
definitions of “deceptive” and “ultimate” realities.

4. Give a special quality of ultimate truth, as described by the great Gyaltsab Je,
heart discipline of Je Tsongkapa.
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5. Describe the four different “bodies” or parts of an Enlightened Being.

6. Arjuna says that Krishna in his highest form is also the “highest of all knowable
things, the most precious of all treasures.” What is realization describe in the
Buddhist texts as the “highest of all existing things” or the “highest dharma” (chu
chok in Tibetan) and what is the possible correlation between this concept and
what Arjuna sees when Krishna reveals His “true form™?

7. What reaction does Arjuna have to seeing Krishna’s “great form,” and what regrets
does he have about how he used to think about and treat his “friend,” Lord
Krishna?

8. Arjuna laments that “Because of carelessness and blind infatuation I was ignorant
of Your greatness.” Relate this to the Tibetan saying that the Guru is like fire.
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9. Arjuna praises Lord Krishna as “the most weighty of all gurus” (guru gariyan).
Explain the Sanskrit pun in this phrase.

10. After having the remarkable epiphany, Arjuna begs Krishna to revert back to His
previous, and really deceptive, form. Krishna agrees, telling Arjuna to “be again
free from fear, with your mind filled with love.” What statement is the Gita
making here about how and why the Divine appears in our world in seemingly
“ordinary” forms?

11. Lord Krishna says that the revelation Arjuna has had is not brought about
through study of sacred texts, austerities, gift-giving, or sacrifices. What is the
cause for having such a transformative vision of the Divine occur in one’s life
according to Lord Krishna?

12. How do we “reach” the Divine according to Bhagavad Gita 11.55? Talk also
about the “inner Guru” according to Chogyam Trungpa Rinpoche.
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13. How does Master Patanjali in the Yoga Sutra characterize a successful
relationship with a one’s Guru?



