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THE PERFECTION OF GIVING

A. Generosity as Angelic, Stinginess as Demonic
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This is the selfish thinking of the demons.
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This is the selfless thinking of the gods. (8.125)
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Suppose something were the perfection
Of giving when it removed
The poverty of every living being.
If there were living beings though
Who suffered still from hunger,
How then could the Protectors of
The past have reached the perfection? (5.9)
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It was spoken that the perfection
Of giving is the thought
To give all that one has,
Along with the results,
To every living being.
This then is the reason why
It's the state of mind alone. (5.10)
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How on earth could you ever find
Enough leather to cover the Eath?

The amount of leather on the sole of your shoe
Will give you the same effect. (5.13)
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Just the same it would be an impossibility
For me to stop every single outer object;
Rather | should stop this tendency of my own mind.
Why should | stop all the others? (5.14)

C. The Gift of Service to Others
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| give myself complet ely to Conquerors and Their offspring.
Accept me, Supreme Beings!
| place myself with devotion at your service. (2.8)
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Since | am now free from fear of the world
Because of your protection,
| will serve living beings.
| will rise above my previous harmful deed s
And no longer do these negative things. (2.9)

D. The Gift of Dedication
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Through performing all these activities,
Great goodness have | gathered.
| pray that, by this virtue,
The pain of every single living
Creature may be removed. (3.6)
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| pray as well that | may become

The medicine, and the physician,
As well as nurses for all who are sick,

Until the day they are cured. (3.7)
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| pray that a shower of food and drink
May fall and that, when the intermediate eon
Of famine arrives, | may become
Food and drink as well. (3.8)
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| pray that | may become myself
A great treasure house,
One that can never be exhausted,
For all living beings who are poor, and lack.
May | become too anything they need
Or want, an entire range
Of the different necessities for life,
And so appear to their very eyes. (3.9)

E. The Ultimate Gift
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Those who hope to smash the thousand pains
Of the cycle of life, or to solve
The unhappiness of every living being,
Or bring them to the many thousand forms
Of happiness, must never give up
This very wish for enlightenment. (1.8)
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Once they've succeeded in developing
The wish for enlightenmen t, then even
Those miserable beings chained in the prison
Of cyclic life are in an instant referred to
By Those Gone to Bliss as their very own
Daughters or sons, and are worthy to be bowed to
By the entire world, of men and gods. (1.9)
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If just thinking,
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Is a good intention of immeasur able merit, (1.21)
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Then what about the wish to take away
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Wishing upon every living being without exception
Immeasurable good qualities? (1.22)

Il. THE PERFECTION OF ETHICS

A. Confession and Purification
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In the cycle of life without beginning,
In both this and my other lives,
| committed bad deeds without understanding
And encouraged others to commit them. (2.28)
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Overcome by my total failure to understand, | took joy.
Now | see my mistakes, as many as | may have made,
And | confess them to the Protectors
From the bottom of my heart. (2.29)
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| confess whatever harm | may ever have done towards
The Three Jewels, my parents, and other high objects
With my actions, my speech, and my thoughts
Caused by the mental afflictions. (2.30)
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| am a person full of negative actions;
| have been infected by a great number of bad deeds.
| confess to every one of the Guides
All the dreadful negative deeds I've done. (2.31)
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B. Motivating Oneself to an Ethical Way of Life
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| could be finished off first, before
| can clean myself of my negative deeds.
And so | beg you protect me, speedily,
In any way I'll be certainly freed. (2.32)

. O\ N\ °
F T 7 EETIREE ol
i _rf 0 a _ Igﬁq_pékw_qkérn_pgrpéw_r_ q
~\ o haN \
HIHAHTTIOTITIET AUt RS ||
mék keéijgj_nén_gw_ k_p_] _1T eéefp_kcjw

This Lord of Death cannot be trusted,
He waits for no one, finished or not.
He takes all sorts suddenly, those sick and well,
So feel not certain about your life. (2.33)
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Day and night, without hesitating
This life is forever dropping,
There is no extra life set aside
That is ever going to come to you.
How then could it ever happen
That someone like me wouldn't die? (2.39)
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You may be lying down on your bed
Surrounded by your friends and family,

But it's only you, and you alone,
Who will have to undergo the pain. (2.40)
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